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CURRENT   NOTES. 


If  we  have  not  defeated  the  Bill  we  have  at  least  forced 
the  Government  to  postpone  it  for  three  months.  The  first 
round  in  the  House  of  Commons  was  all  in  the  Unionists' 
favour :  and  the  Government  and  the  Nationalists  have  retired 
for  an  interval  to  recover.  "A  Tory,"  writing  in  the  Daily 
Mail  of  July  19,  very  truly  says: — "  In  spite  of  all  difficulties, 
the  opposition  of  the  Unionists  to  Home  Rule  has  been  con- 
ducted with  a  better  spirit  and  a  higher  courage  than  ever 
before.  Mr.  Balfour  has  surpassed  even  his  record  of  pitiless 
analysis  during  the  last  few  months,  and  Mr.  Bonar  Law, 
strong  in  the  confidence  of  his  Party,  has  inspired  the  separatists 
with  a  very  proper  fear  of  the  '  new  '  method." 


The  Irish  Nationalists,  who  promised  their  deluded  sup- 
porters a  smooth  and  rapid  progress  through  the  House  of 
Commons,  have  to  explain  to  them  how  it  happens  that  at  the 
<end  of  a  normal  session  no  more  than  one  clause  has  passed 
through  Committee.  We  doubt  if  even  the  presence  of  the  Prime 
Minister  at  a  Nationalist  meeting  will  remove  the  feeling  of 
disappointment  and  disillusion  that  prevails  to-day  in  Home 

Rule  circles  in  Ireland, 

•x-  •*  •* 

The  Twelfth  of  July  celebrations  demonstrated  again  the 
determination  of  Ulster  Unionists  not  to  have  Home  Rule. 
Not  alone  in  Belfast,  but  throughout  Ulster,  the  Orangemen 
assembled  to  celebrate  the  222nd  anniversary  of  the  Battle  of 
the  Boyne.  A  huge  gathering  assembled  at  Cloughfern,  where 
Mr.  F.  E.  Smith  spoke  amid  scenes  of  great  enthusiasm.  The 
Liberal  Home  Rulers'  gloomy  prediction  of  wholesale  rioting 
and  disorder  were  not  fulfilled. 

A  2 
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We  would  particularly  draw  the  attention  of  our  readers 
to  Mr.  Ian  Malcolm's  pamphlet  "  Convicted."  It  contains  a 
record  of  disloyal  and  other  speeches  of  the  Irish  Nationalists, 
of  resolutions  and  other  evidence,  showing  the  demands  and 
opinions  of  the  Irish  Home  Rulers  before  they  were  under  the 
necessity  of  attempting  by  fair  words  to  remove  the  suspicions 
of  the  people  of  Great  Britain.  The  pamphlet  records  the  real 
aim  of  the  Home  Rule  movement.  It  can  be  obtained  from 
booksellers  and  railway  bookstalls,  price  3d.,  or  from  the  Union 
Defence  League,  25,  Victoria  Street,  Westminster,  S.W.,  post 
free,  4|d. 

Clause  1  in  Committee. 

Clause  1  of  the  Home  Rule  Bill  has  passed  through  Com- 
mittee. The  features  of  the  discussion  were:  — 

(1)  The  refusal  of  the  Government  to  omit  Ulster  or  any 
portion  thereof  from  the  Bill. 

(2)  The  insistence  of  tne  Government  in  conferring  upon  the 
Irish  body  names  inappropriate  to  a  "  subordinate  ' '  assembly, 
as — 

(a)  "  Parliament,"  not  "  legislature." 

(b)  "  House  of  Commons,"  not  "  legislative  assembly." 

(c)  "Senate,"    not    "legislative   council." 

(3)  The    insistence   of   the    Government  in   making    "  the 
King  "  an  element  of  the  Irish  Parliament. 

(4)  The   refusal  of  the   Government  to   permit  the   Irish 
Parliament  being  called  a  "  subordinate  "  Parliament. 

(5)  The  refusal  to  have  only  a  single  chamber,  as  is  usual 
and  desirable  in  the  case  of  subordinate  bodies. 

Items  (2)  to  (5)  are  valuable  as  showing  the  unreality  of 
the  professed  intention  of  the  Government  to  establish  only  a 
subordinate  Parliament. 

"  Toeing  the  Line." 

To  have  the  Prime  Minister  publicly  "  toeing  the  line  "  in 
Dublin  is  degrading :  but  what  shall  be  said  of  his  action  in 
accepting  an  official  welcome  from  the  Dublin  Corporation.  That 
Nationalist  body  refused  to  welcome  the  King,  but  the  King's 
chief  servant  and  adviser  does  not  regard  that  exhibition  of 
disloyalty  as  a  reason  for  declining  their  attention.  A  strange 
interpretation  of  duty  and  respect.  For  Nationalist  M.P.'s 
the  Dublin  meeting  was  shorn  of  its  attraction.  They  had  so 
looked  forward  to  seeing  a  tame  Prime  Minister  on  their 
platform.  But  they  were  ordered  to  remain  at  Westminster 
to  keep  a  majority  for  the  Government,  and  they  obeyed. 
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Only  the  leaders — Mr.  John  Redmond,  Mr.  John  Dillon,  and 
Mr.  Joe  Devlin — were  released  from  duty.  The  rest,  perforce, 
had  to  enjoy  their  triumph  at  a  distance. 


Nationalists  and  the  National  Anthem. 

Reporting  Mr.  Asquith's  reception  at  Kingstown,  the 
Daily  Chronicle  (July  20)  says:  — 

<%  One  little  incident  showed  what  the  new  policy  of 
conciliation  is  doing.  As  the  train  moved  off  from  Kings- 
town, the  band  on  the  pier  struck  up  the  National  Anthem 
and  some  thousands  had  taken  up  the  strain.  '  That's  the 
first  time  that  band  has  ever  played  that  tune,'  said  a 
Nationalist  M.P.  in  our  carriage." 

The  "  new  policy  of  conciliation  "  has  not  taken  deep 
root,  for  the  official  Nationalist  organ  the  Fmeman's  Journal, 
in  its  account  of  the  reception  forgot  to  mention  the  incident 
of  the  National  Anthem.  Two  days  later,  however,  it  found 
room  for  the  following  letter :  — 

1,  Suir  View,Waterford. 

20th  July,  1912. 

DEAR  SIR, — If,  as  stated  in  an  extract  from  the  Daily 
Chronicle  on  page  9  of  to-day's  Freeman,  the  (British) 
National  Anthem  was  played  by  an  Irish  Nationalist  band 
as  Mr.  Asquith's  train  moved  off  from  Kingstown  on 
last  Thursday  evening,  I  should  like  to  suggest  to  Irish 
Nationalists  who  may  wish  to  play  that  air,  that,  to  say 
the  least  of  it,  it  will  be  quite  time  enough  to  do  so  when 
a  good  Home  Rule  Bill  for  Ireland  has  become  law  and 
has  eome  into  effect. — Yours  truly, 

(Signed)  EDMUND    HARVEY. 

Mr.  Harvey  was,  however,  able  to  soothe  his  outraged 
feelings  by  reflecting  that  the  National  Anthem  was  boycotted 
at  Mr.  Asquith's  meeting. 


The  Bundles  of  Hay. 

The  Lord  Mayor  of  Cork  was  in  a  quandary.  He  re- 
ceived an  invitation  for  himself  and  the  Lady  Mayoress  to  the 
Royal  Garden  Party  at  Windsor.  He  had  also  arranged  to 
see  Mr.  Asquith  toe  the  line  in  the  Theatre  Royal,  Dublin, 
on  the  same  day.  Under  the  circumstances  what  was  this 
patriotic  Chief  Magistrate  to  do  ? 
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What  he  did  was  this :  He  accepted  the  Royal  invita- 
tion, with  a  proviso,  thus  worded  in  his  letter  to  the  Lord 
Chamberlain  :  ' '  The  Lord  Mayor  trusts  that  it  may  be  possible 
for  himself  and  the  Lady  Mayoress  to  be  present  at  Windsor 
Castle  on  the  occasion,  but  desires  to  say  that  before  the  re- 
ceipt of  their  Majesties'  gracious  command,  he  had,  as  Lord 
Mayor,  undertaken  to  attend  the  public  meeting  in  Dublin 
which  is  to  be  addressed  by  the  Right  Hon.  the  Prime  Minister, 
and  hopes  that,  if  absent,  no  misinterpretation  may  be  placed 
oa  his  inability  to  enjoy  the  high  privilege  of  meeting  their 
Majesties  at  Windsor." 


Belfast  and  Dublin :  A  Contrast. 

On  July  18,  Mr.  Asquith  witnessed  a  great  demonstration 
in  favour  of  Home  Rule.  Nationalists  acclaimed  him  by 
thousands,  the  "  voice  of  Ireland  "  was  as  the  roar  of  the 
stormy  sea.  A  week  earlier  he  met  a  score  of  gentlemen  in  his 
room  at  Westminster;  some  quiet  words  were  spoken  across  a 
table;  the  whole  proceedings  were  over  in  an  hour.  It  was  a 
still  small  voice  that  spoke  to  him  then,  but  it  was  the  voice 
of  Commercial  Ulster.  Measured  by  number  or  by  noise  the 
gathering  in  Dublin  overwhelmed  the  deputation  in  London ; 
analysed  into  their  constitutent  elements  the  disparity  vanishes. 

The  deputation  from  the  Belfast  Chamber  of  Commerce  re- 
presented elements  almost' wholly  lacking  in  the  Dublin  demon- 
stration, and  yet  vital  to  the  life  of  a  community.  Trade, 
industry,  finance,  these  things  may  be  called  sordid,  they  may 
not  lend  themselves  to  National  poetry,  but  they  are  essential 
to  National  existence.  For  if  Home  Rule  injure  trade  and 
industry,  if  it  impair  financial  confidence,  it  stands  condemned 
as  a  political  system,  though  it  had  every  other  virtue  under 
the  sun. 

There  is  another  aspect  in  which  the  two  gatherings  that 
met  the  Premier  may  be  compared.  Who  are  the  Ulstermen  ? 
Men  who  have  succeeded ;  who  have  built  up  a  vast  fabric  of 
prosperity  out  of  unpromising  materials ;  who  have  proved  that 
British  rule  is  not  a  Upas  tree ;  who  even  attribute  their  success 
to  the  Union.  Who  were  the  men  at  Dublin  ?  Men  who  have 
never  done  a  Hand's  turn  for  the  material  progress  of  their 
country ;  men  who  have  even  deliberately  kept  her  back  lest 
prosperity  should  bring  political  content;  men  who,  possessed 
of  the  best  land  and  the  finest  harbours,  have  neglected  their 
opportunities  while  they  whined  over  the  past  or  dreamed  of  the 
future;  men,  in  a  word,  who  have  failed. 

And   how  does   the   Premier  meet   the   two   bodies?     The 
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one  with  an  out-pouring  of  promise,  the  other  with  the  cold 
civility  of  deprecation-,,  Mr.  Asquith  can  understand  the 
attitude  of  Ulster,  he  can  even  sympathise  with  their  fears, 
but  his  sympathy  is  that  of  the  Walrus  in  "  Alice  in  Wonder- 
land." He  recognises  the  importance  of  the  community  repre- 
sented by  the  deputation,  but  against  it  he  sets  the  opinion  of 
"three-fourths  of  the  representatives  of  Ireland  who 
tell  us  that  the  Imperial  Parliament  cannot  go  on  under  the 
present  system."  Is  that  a  matter  entirely  for  80  Irish  mem- 
bers to  decide  ?  And  is  not  some  attention  to  be  paid  to  the 
commercial  and  industrial  leaders  who  warn  Mr.  Asquith  that 
the  Irish  Parliament  cannot  go  on  under  the  future  system  ? 
Mr.  Asquith  flatters  himself  that  lie  has  given  Ulster's 
commerce  and  trade  all  the  safeguards  necessary ;  his  hearers, 
who  know  better  than  he  what  is  needed,  have  no  such  illusions. 
For  they  remember  some  safeguards  which  Mr.  Gladstone  gave 
in  1893,  which  are  conspicuous  by  their  absence  now: — com- 
pensation for  property  taken,  protection  for  Corporations, 
prohibition  of  the  deprivation  of  life,  liberty  or  property  with- 
out due  process  of  law,  the  existence  of  two  Judges  independent 
of  the  Irish  Parliament,  to  whom  appeals  could  lie.  Neither 
Ulster  nor  Great  Britain  thought  the  Bill  of  1893  workable 
or  safe,  what  then  shall  be  said  of  the  Bill  of  1912  ? 

Mr.  Asquith  offered  no  such  concessions,  he  did  not  because 
he  dared  not.  All  he  did  was  to  ask  the  deputation  what 
they  would  like  in  the  way  of  safeguards,  and  how  those 
already  existing  might  be  made  more  effective.  And  as  an 
inducement  he  promised  what?  Why,  that  "  any  practical 
suggestion  would  receive  the  most  respectful  and  serious  con- 
sideration of  His  Majesty's  Government."  That  is  all.  He  is 
more  effusive  to  the  gentlemen  for  whom  he  toes  the  line. 
He  is  with  them  and  of  them.  To  Ulster,  to  use  his  own 
words,  he  'talks  across  a  gulf. 

Our  "Latest"  Imperialists. 

From  the   Daily  Chronicle    (July    10) : 

"  The  most  striking  fact  about  the  visit  of  the  Parlia- 
mentarians was  that  it  included  quite  a  dozen  Members  of 
the  Irish  Nationalist  party,  headed  by  their  universally 
esteemed  leader,  Mr.  John  Redmond.  This  is  the  first 
naval  review  at  which  a  delegation  from  the  Irish  Parlia- 
mentary party  has  been  present,  and  the  fact  was  gratefully 
noted  by  Liberal  and  Tory  Members  as  an  indication  of  the 
new  spirit  and  the  altered  temper  that  now  happily  char 
acterise  Anglo-Irish  relations. 
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Among    the    Nationalists    on    board    the    "  Armadale 
Castle  "  were  :  — 


Mr.  J.  Redmond, 
Mr.  W.  Redmond, 
Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien, 
Mr.  John  O'Connor, 
Mr.  J.  Fitzgibbon, 


Mr.  Scanlan, 
Mr.  Flavin, 
Mr.  M.  Joyce, 
Mr.   W.  O'Malley, 
Dr.  Esmonde. 


Another  Nationalist  Member,  Mr.  Samuel  Young,  who 
is  over  90,  was  also  of  the  party,  and  stood  the  fatigues  of 
a  long  day  better  than  manj  men  half  his  years." 
To  such  strange  courses  does  the  need  for  convincing  the 

English  people  of  Home  Rule  "  loyalty  "  lead  the  Nationalist 

Party. 

"  Unostentatious "  Loyalty. 

After  the  meeting  at  Clones  at  which  Mr.  Robert  Harcourt, 
the  Liberal  Home  Rule  M.P.,  was  present,  there  was  a  dinner 
which  Mr.  Harcourt  also  graced  with  his  presence,  and,  we  are 
told,  "  at  which  there  was  a  representative  gathering,  presided 
over  by  the  Rev.  Father  Marron.  The  toast  of  '  Prosperity 
to  Ireland  '  having  been  honoured,  Mr.  J.  P.  Small  sang,  '  A 
Nation  Once  Again.' 

Mr.  T.  P.  M'Kenna,  J.P.,  in  an  eloquent  speech,  proposed 
the  toast  of  '  The  Irish  Parliamentary  Party,'  coupled  with 
the  names  of  Mr.  Joseph  Devlin,  M.P.,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  K.  Red- 
mond, M.P. 

Mr.  William  Redmond,  M.P.,  at  the  conclusion  of  his 
speech,  proposed  the  health  of  the  clergy  present. 

Rev.  J.  J.  M'Namee,  C.C.,  in  an  appropriate  and  interest- 
ing speech,  responded,  after  which  the  proceedings  concluded." 
— Freeman's  Journal,  July  1,  1912. 

Mr.  Harcourt  has  since  written  an  article  in  the  Radical 
Press  describing  his  trip.  He  writes  of  the  "  unostentatious 
loyalty"  of  the  Home  Rulers.  A  reference  to  the  above  toast 
list  at  the  dinner  will  convince  every  reader  of  the  truth  of 
Mr.  Harcourt's  observation.  Apparently  the  horror  of  osten- 
tation drove  Mr.  Harcourt's  hosts  to  omit  their  "  loyalty  " 
entirely  from  the  toasts. 

Belated  Education. 

Mr.  William  Redmond,  M.P.,  speaking  at  Clones  on 
June  23,  1912,  referred  to  Mr.  R.  Harvourt,  M.P.,  who  was 
present,  saying:  — 

"  Mr.  Harcourt  was  the  representative  of  the  English 
Home  Rule  Union,  an  organisation  which,  through  its 
members,  was  instructing  the  British  electors  on  the  merits 
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of     the      Irish      cause."       -   Freeman's      Journal,       July     1, 

,1912. 

A  full  confession  that  at  the  last  General  Election  the 
electors  who  are  alleged  to  have  given  a  verdict  on  Home  Rule 
must  have  voted  in  ignorance  of  the  facts. 

Why,  too,  is  there  room  for  an  educational  campaign  since 
the  Government  have  declared  that  the  people  are  not  to  be 
consulted  before  the  Bill  becomes  law. 

When  the  education  is  completed  then  is  the  time  to  take 
the  verdict :  but  this  course  the  Government  say  that  they  will 
not  pursue. 

Two  Views. 

ME.  W.  REDMOND,  M.P.,   IN  KILKENNY    PEOPLE. 

The,  Clare  Champion.  "  A  great  many  of  the  Irish 

"The  Irish  Party  in  the  Members  are  of  very  little  use 
House  of  Commons  are  in  close  except  as  voting  machines.  If 
attendance.  Its  members  are  they  fail  in  this  they  are  of  no 
united  and  enthusiastic." —  use  whatever — in  fact,  they 
June  29,  1912.  are  worse  than  useless.  From 

this  division  which  had  so 
nearly  proved  disastrous — as  it 
was,  the  Tories  greeted  the 
announcement  of  the  figures 
with  cries  of  '  Resign !  ' — 
nearly  half  a  hundred  mem- 
bers of  the  Irish  Party  were 
absent."— June  29,  1912. 

The  Threat. 

The  Difficulties  of  the  Coalition  in  respect  of  their  majority 
are  seen  from  the  proceedings  at  a  meeting  of  the  Irish 
Nationalists  Party  on  July  8,  when  Mr.  J.  Redmond  presided- 

The  report  runs : 

''  The  course  of  business  for  the  remainder  of  this  part 

of  the   session  was  considered.        It  was  decided   that  the 

Whips  should  publish  lists  of  members  in  attendance  daily 

and  also  of  those    absent." — Freeman's  Journal,    July    2, 

1912. 

The  threat  lacks  the  force  it  possessed  when  the  Irish 
Nationalists  were  financially  dependent  upon  Mr.  John  Red- 
mond. Then  they  could  be  punished  for  their  absence  by  the 
expedient  of  reducing  their  salaries.  Now  the  State  pays,  the 
inducement  to  attend  has  gone.  We  commend  this  official  resolu- 
tion as  affording  valuable  comparison  with  Mr.  W.  Redmond's 
article  quoted  in  the  preceding  paragraph. 
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Discourtesy. 

The  Government  took  the  division  on  the  Franchise  Bill 
on  Friday,  July  12,  and  steadfastly  refused  to  meet  the  request 
of  the  Irish  Unionist  Members  to  take  the  division  on  some 
other  day,  as  they  were  unable  to  be  present  owing  to  the 
demonstrations  in  Ireland. 

Very  different  was  the  Government's  action  on  the  Welsh 
Disestablishment  Bill.  Then  they  postponed  taking  the  divi- 
sion on  the  Second  Reading  until  the  Irish  Nationalist  Party 
could  be  present. 

Home  Rulers  Fight  Labour  Party. 

Between  the  Irish  Home  Rulers  and  the  Labour  Party 
there  is  now  a  definite  split.  The  Irish  Times  (July  7)  pub- 
lished the  following: —  : 

' '  The  Standing  Committee  of  the  United  Irish  League 
of  Great  Britain  yesterday  sent  the  following  message  to 
the  Irish  electors  in  Hanley:  — 

"  While  deploring  the  division  in  the  democratic 
ranks,  we  can  have  no  hesitation  in  recommending  our 
countrymen  to  support  the  Liberal  candidate,  who  repre- 
sents the  Ministry  which  is  at  the  present  moment  engaged 
in  passing  the  most  generous  measure  of  self-government 
for  Ireland  ever  yet  proposed-  Mr.  Outhwaite,  in  addi- 
tion, has  always  been  an  outspoken  and  fearless  champion 
of  the  Irish  cause. 

(Signed)  JOHN  REDMOND, 

T.  P.  O'CONNOR, 
F.  L.  CRILLT,  Secretary. 

A  message  in  somewhat  similar  terms  has  been  sent  to 
the  electors  at  Crewe  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Murphy." 

The  Lord  Lieutenant  and  the  Lord  Mayor. 

From   Freeman's  Journal   (July   2,    1912):  — 

"  Last  night  a  public  meeting  was  held  in  the  Man- 
sion House,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Catholic  Young 
Men's  Society,  in  connection  with  the  crusade  against 
objectionable  literature.  .  .  .  His  Excellency  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  who  has  been  President  of  the  National  Vigi- 
lance Committee  of  England  for  the  past  fifteen  years, 
occupied  a  seat  beside  the  Lord  Mayor.  .  .  . 

The  Lord  Mayor,  who  presided  said :  '  Before  I  call 
upon  the  Secretary  to  read  the  correspondence  and  the 
report  of  the  Vigilance  Committee,  I  desire  to  read  you  a 
telegram  from  His  Holiness  the  Pope.' 
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The  whole  audience  rose  to  its  feet  and  enthusiastically 
applauded  the  announcement,  and  remained  standing  during 
the  reading  of  the  Pope's  message  and  the  Lord  Mayor's  reply, 
which  were  as  follows :  — 

'  His    Holiness    the     Pope     sends   his  blessing   to   the 
meeting    being    held    in    the    Mansion  House  to  protest 
against  the  traffic  in  pernicious  literature.' 
In  your  name,   said  the  Lord  Mayor,   I  am  sending    the 
following  reply:  — 

"To  His  Holiness  Pius  X., 

"  Vatican,  Rome. 

"  Prostrate  at  the  feet  of  your  Holiness,  a  mass  meet- 
ing now  being  held,  under  the  presidency  of  the  Lord 
Mayor,  to  protest  against  the  traffic  in  pernicious  publica- 
tions, thanks  your  Holiness  for  your  gracious  blessing  on 
our  work,  and  tenders  to  your  Holiness  the  expression  of 
its  loyalty  and  devotion.'  ' 

A  Hint  to  Ulster? 

Mr.  Lloyd  George,  addressing  the  Advisory  Committee  of 
the  National  Health  Insurance  Joint  Committee  at  the  Foreign 
Office  or.  May  10,  1912,  said:  — 

'"  The  provisions  of  the  Act  were  now  the  law  of  the 
land.  That  meant  not  that  the  Act  was  beyond  criticism, 
but  that  until  it  was  altered  or  repealed  it  was  the  duty 
of  every  loyal  citizen  to  obey  it  and  to  assist  in  its  admin- 
istration as  he  would  in  the  administration  of  any  other 
statute.  If  they  expected  others  to  obey  what  did  not  for 
the  moment  particularly  suit,  they  must  set  the  example 
of  obedience  to  laws  which  might  not  particularly  please 
them.  That  was  the  only  basis  on  which  a  civilised  com- 
munity could  be  held  together,  and  the  only  conceivable 
exception  was  some  great  question  vitally  affecting  human 
liberty  and  conscience," — Tim?s,  May  11,  1912. 

To  this  we  may  properly  add  the  following  quotation  from 
a  letter  sent  by  Mr.  E.  A.  Grower,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Lloyd 
George,  to  Messrs.  Hasties,  the  solicitors  who  have  refused  to 
obey  the  Insurance  Act :  — 

"  There  have  been  cases  where  loyal  men  have  been 
driven  by  urgent  necessity  to  defy  laws  which  outraged 
deep  religious  convictions,  but  apparently  you  advance 
the  novel  claim  that  the  subject  has  the  right  to  decide 
for  himself  whether  or  no  to  obey  any  particular  law." — 
Irish  News,  June  27,  1912. 

B  2 
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Colonial  Opinion. 

Colonial  opinion  does  not  unanimously  favour  Home  Rule 
as  the  Home  Rulers  would  have  us  believe.  Witness,  for  ex- 
ample, the  following  communication  to  Colonel  R.  H.  Wallace, 
C.B.,  from  the  Grand  Orange  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales:  — 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother, — I  beg  to  acknowledge  receipt 
of  yours  of  March  7th,  also  circular  explanatory  of  the  con- 
stitution and  work  of  the  Provincial  Grand  Lodge  of  Ulster, 
&c.  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  both  were  read 
at  the  Grand  Lodge  at  its  meeting  on  the  14th  hist.,  and 
received  with  great  enthusiasm.  After  due  deliberation, 
the  following  resolution  was  unanimously  carried :  — 

"  That  the  Loyal  Orange  Institution  of  New  South 
Wales  accord  its  hearty  support  to  the  Provincial  Grand 
Orange  Lodge  of  Ulster  in  its  gallant  struggle  against  all 
attempts  to  establish  Home  Rule  in  Ireland  ;  and  that  £.n 
appeal  be  made  to  the  members  for  financial  assistance  in 

the  campaign " 

THOMAS  JESSEP,  Grand  Secretary. 

Belfast  News  Letter,  July  9,   1912. 

The  Irish  Demand. 

Mr.  Seamus  O'Mulloy,  Organiser  U.I.L.,  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Turloughmore  branch  of  the  United  Irish  League  held  at 
Lackagh  on  June  23,  said:  — 

''  God  intended  that  Irishmen  would  tread  the  soil  of 
their  native   land   as  free  as  any  race  in  Europe,   and   it 
should  be  a  proud  pleasure  to  anybody  to  assist  in  winning 
that  freedom  that  the  great  God  intended  for  himself  and 
his  fellow-countrymen." — Western  People,  June  29,  1912. 
This  is  no  extremist  declaration,  but  an  authoritative  utter- 
ance of  an  official  of  the  organisation  of  which  Mr.  Redmond  is 
the  head.     How,  then,  can  the  Home  Rule  Bill  with  its  sub- 
ordinate   Parliament    satisfy  Mr.    John    Redmond's    followers. 
If  he  honestly  believe  the  Bill  to  be  final  settlement,  he  is  en- 
tirely out  of  touch  with  them ;  and  if  the  Bill  is  not  final,  what 
becomes  of  Liberal  assurances    that    it    will    settle    the    Irish 
question. 

The  Uses  of  Home  Rule. 

Mr.  Conway,  an  organiser  of  the  United  Irish  League, 
speaking  at  Ruan  on  July  7,  1912,  said:  — 

"  No  matter  what  happened  they  would  succeed  in 
winning  Home  Rule  for  Ireland  within  the  next  few  years, 
and  when  they  did  win  it  they  would  be  able  to  deal  with 
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those   few  landlords   who  were   holding   out  and   refusing 

fair  terms. — Clare  Champion,  July   13,   1912. 

How    will    they    do    it   except    illegally?     For    control    of 

land  purchase  remains  under  the  Imperial  Parliament.     Only 

by  reducing  rents  to  so  low  a  point  that  land  owning  is  un- 

remunerative   can  the  landlords  be   punished.     The  threat   is 

a  warning   to   those   who   believe    an    Irish   Parliament   under 

Home  Rule  would  be  a  model  to  all  representative  institutions. 

A  Radical  Censure. 

Speaking  on  the  Home  Rule  Bill  in  the  House  of  Commons 
on  July  2,  1912,  Mr.  Pirie,  the  Radical  M.P.  for  N.  Aberdeen, 
said :  — 

"  It  is  with  profound  regret  that  I  listened  to  the  an- 
swer of  the  Chief  Secretary.  The  succession  of  arguments 
brought  before  this  Committee  have  up  to  now  gone  un- 
answered, except  for  what  I  might  almost  call,  if  I  were  to 
be  uncomplimentary,  the  frivolities,  but  which  I  would 
rather  call  the  puerilities  of  the  Irish  Secretary.  I  do  not 
think  I  remember  since  I  have  been  a  Member  of  this  House 
a  speech  which  treated  so  lightly  a  matter  of  so  much  im- 
portance. It  will  be  my  duty  to  vote  against  this 
Clause  .... 

I  said  that  at  least  you  would  never  arrive  at  a  right 
and  proper  solution  of  this  great  question,  in  Ireland,  un- 
less you  came  to  an  agreement  by  acquiescence.  You  will 
never  dominate  one  party  by  the  other,  and  if  you  want  a 
peaceful  and  permanent  solution  of  this  great  question  you 
must  bring  both  parties  together." — Parl.  Deb.,  July  2, 
1912,  Col. "1,072-3. 

A  refreshing  speech ;  and  undoubtedly  giving  expression  to 
the  thoughts  of  many  Radicals  who  are  not  so  outspoken. 

Nationalist  Grumbles. 

"  Opinion  in  Ireland  is,  in  our  view,  decidedly 
antagonistic  to  a  purely  nominated  Senate.  In  the  course 
of  the  debates  there  have  been  numerous  appeals  to  pre- 
cedents. If  precedent  be  appealed  to,  nominated  Senates 
stand  condemned.  Almost  universally  they  have  given  dis- 
satisfaction, nowhere,  perhaps,  more  than  in  Canada." — • 
Irish  Independent,  June  20,  1912. 

' '  Nobody  acquainted  with  the  realities  of  Irish  life 
can  fail  to  recognise  the  unpopularity  of  the  Insurance  Act 
and  the  Budget,  and  nobody  with  a  knowledge  of  the  his- 
tory of  our  times  believes  for  a  moment  that  if  Parnell 
were  leading  the  National  movement  he  would  permit 
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either  of  them  to  be  applied  to  Ireland." — Kilkenny 
People,  July  6,  1912. 

"It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  Home  Rule  Bill 
was  compelled  to  wait  until  Mr.  Lloyd  George  was  per- 
mitted to  unload  himself  of  his  various  schemes  for  the 
alleged  social  betterment  of  the  people.  He  has  not  shown 
himself  a  particularly  warm  friend  of  this  country,  and  it 
is  a  pity  that  Home  Rule  was  not  pressed  more  to  the 
front  before  ha  was  allowed  to  have  his  innings." — Kerry- 
man,  July  6,  1912. 

"  We,  in  this  country,  are  practically  only  concerned 
with  Home  Rule;  and,  as  the  Government  propositions 
on  this  head  are  anything  but  perfect,  we  would  be  sorry 
to  see  the  measure  rushed  through  the  House  of  Commons 
without  proper  debate,  as  it  could  be  amended  consider- 
ably to  the  benefit  of  Ireland.  In  the  meantime,  accord- 
ing to  Government  pronouncements,  Home  Rule  is  de- 
cidedly in  the  background." — Kerryman,  July  13,  1912. 

Cattle  Disease  and  Home  Rule. 

Home  Rule  rests  on  the  proposition  that  Ireland  should 
manage  her  own  affairs.  For  the  Home  Ruler  it  does  not  much 
matter  how  she  manages  them ;  indeed,  many  advocates  of  Home 
Rule  have  said  that  Ireland  would  prefer  governing  herself 
badly  to  being  governed  well  by  England.  The  proposition 
might  be  sound  enough  were  Ireland  situated  in  the  Pacific ; 
she  could  mismanage  her  affairs  there  in  a  vacuum.  But  the 
proposition  wants  looking  into  from  the  British  standpoint 
seeing  that  Ireland  is  only  divided  from  England  by  a  ditch, 
and  that  Irish  and  English  affairs  are  so  closely  interlaced  that 
Mr.  Gladstone  found  it  impossible  for  the  wit  of  man  to  dis- 
tinguish between  them. 

Take,  for  example,  Irish  cattle.  Ireland  has  Home  Rule 
in  the  matter  of  agriculture.  She  has  her  own  Agricultural 
Department,  and  her  own  Minister.  Your  Home  Ruler  would  say 
that  nothing  could  be  more  purely  local  than  the  supervision  of 
flocks  and  herds.  Yet  observe  what  has  happened.  Foot-and- 
mouth  disease  appears  in  England  ;  English  officials  promptly 
trace  it  to  cattle  imported  from  Ireland,  the  ports  are  closed 
against  Irish  cattle.  And  then,  and  not  till  then,  the  Irish 
Agricultural  Department  discovers  the  disease  within  seventeen 
miles  of  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell's  office.  It  needs  not  to  inquire 
why  this  should  have  happened,  or  to  try  to  fix  the  responsibility 
where  it  belongs .  The  point  is  not  whether  or  no  there  has 
been  mismanagement ;  the  whole  point  is  this  :  that  British  and 
Irish  interests  are  so  closely  interdependent  that  severance  is  aa 
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dangerous  as  it  is  impossible.  This  outbreak  of  disease  may 
cost  Great  Britain  millions  of  money,  as  former  outbreaks  of 
foot-and-mouth  disease  have  done.  It  may  prove  to  be  a  great 
calamity  to  Ireland,  but  for  both  countries  it  will  be  a  transient 
calamity. 

The  true  lesson  of  the  affair  is  deeper  and  broader.  We 
are  bidden  by  this  event  to  look  ahead  to  the  possible,  even 
probable,  consequences  of  creating  division  when  there  should 
be  union.  The  Home  Rule  Bill,  in  pure  wantonness,  ignores 
the  teaching  of  former  schemes  of  federation,  and  the  warnings 
of  experience.  It  separates  the  postal  and  telegraph  services, 
it  separates  the  marriage  laws,  it  separates  the  duties  of  Cus- 
toms, and  in  each  case  sows  the  seeds  of  anomaly,  inconvenience, 
even  national  danger.  Want  of  co-ordination  and  control  in 
the  telegraph  service  will  inevitably  compromise  schemes  of 
National  defence;  were  the  Irish  Parliament  to  legislate  in  re- 
gard to  marriage  by  forbidding  marriage  of  first  cousins  or  with 
a  deceased  wife's  sister  (and  a  Catholic  Parliament  would  be  in 
its  right  in  doing  both),  it  would  lead  to  the  greatest  confusion; 
the  variation  of  the  Customs  must  inevitably  destroy  that  com- 
mercial solidarity  which  Mr.  Gladstone,  in  1893,  declared  it  was 
above  all  things  necessary  to  maintain.  British  labour  is 
seriously  disturbed,  and  with  good  reason,  at  the  separation  of 
industrial  legislation  between  the  two  islands.  Instances  might 
be  multiplied  to  the  Nth,  but  why  labour  the  obvious  ? 

The  fact  is  that,  alike  by  the  decrees  of  nature  and  the 
evolution  of  centuries,  there  is  a  mutual  action  and  reaction 
between  the  countries  which  defies  the  legislation  of  the 
Separatist.  Other  States  have  learned  that  truth  and  been 
wise.  The  Central  Parliaments  of  the  Dominion,  the  Common- 
wealth and  the  Union  do  not,  because  they  cannot,  give  to  their 
constituent  Provinces  the  same  power  of  decentralisation  that 
the  Motherland  gives,  because  she  can  give,  to  Australia,  or 
Canada  or  Africa  as  a  whole.  The  fact  is  there  for  us  to  pee, 
if  we  will  but  see  it.  But  we  are  blind,  and  we  go  it  blind, 
because  the  authors  of  the  scheme  do  not  know  what  they  want 
and,  therefore,  cannot  see  how  to  do  it.  One  could  understand 
a  scheme  of  devolution  such  as  South  Africa  has  under  one  Par- 
liament, or  a  scheme  of  centralised  federation  such  as  Canada 
has,  or  of  decentralised  federation  like  that  of  Australia.  But 
no  one  can  understand  a  scheme  which  in  one  clause  gives  the 
sovereign  powers  that  Australia  possesses,  and  in  another  the 
subordinate  position  held  by  the  Transvaal ;  a  jumble  which  is 
the  inevitable  parent  of  confusion. 

This  outbreak  of  disease,  and  its  significant  history,  may  be 
grievous,  but  it  will  not  be  altogether  loss  if  it  makes  men  think 
in  time  of  what  may  happen  under  Home  Rule. 
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Land  Plunder. 

Three- fourths  of  Ireland  lives  by  the  land,  and  the  land 
alone.  Outside  the  eastern  portion  of  Ulster  the  non-agrarian 
industries  are  negligible,  if  we  except  the  great  brewing  indus- 
try in  Dublin.  Not  only  are  there  no  important  industries  in 
the  South  and  West  of  Ireland,  but  there  are  none  of  the  con- 
ditions Avhich  favour  or  permit  the  formation  of  industrial 
centres.  The  world-wide  competition  of  the  day  demands  that 
a  trade  or  industry  should  be  situated  in  the  most  favourable 
surroundings  if  it  is  to  survive,  much  less  succeed.  The  natural 
laws  of  modern  industrial  life  would  render  impossible  such 
success  as  was  enjoyed  by  the  industries  as  Southern  and 
Western  Ireland  once  possessed.  Agriculture,  then,  must  be 
the  staple  industry  of  those  districts.  Apart  from  the  human 
equation,  the  success  of  agriculture  depends  on  the  cheapness 
of  the  land.  Land  can  become  dear,  as  in  Belgium,  because 
industry  and  skill  draw  extraordinary  returns  from  the  soil. 
But  there  is  a  wide  difference  between  that  and  an  increased 
burden  due  to  taxation. 

Recognising  this,  Ireland  recoils  before  the  single  tax. 
The  rates  in  Irish  towns  subject  to  Nationalist  influence  are 
appallingly  heavy,  but  the  Irish  farmer  does  not  see  why  he 
should  pay  them.  He  has  watched  the  progress  of  Georgian 
finance  with  misgivings,  which  have  deepened  into  forebodings. 
He  watches  the  last  move  with  the  paralysed  horror  of  the 
rabbit  who  sees  the  serpent's  head  drawn  back  to  strike.  For 
the  Irish  agriculturist  the  Single  Tax  means  ruin  pure  and 
simple.  And  Mr.  Lloyd  George,  in  his  blind  haste,  forgets  it. 
In  his  desire  to  cut  down  an  aristocracy  dripping  with  sacreli- 
gious  fat  and  all  the  other  products  of  his  nasty  imagination, 
he  quite  forgets  that  he  is  also  going  to  cut  down  some  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  peasant  proprietors.  He  attacks  the  "idle 
rich,"  he  is  going  to  destroy  the  "  industrious  poor." 

But  he  is  going  to  hurt  someone  else  as  well — the  British 
taxpayer.  The  industrious  poor  of  Ireland  owe  this  country 
a  good  many  millions,  somewhere  about  sixty  just  now,  and 
over  one  hundred  in  a  short  while,  unless  Mr.  Lloyd  George 
succeeds  in  destroying  British  credit.  They  are  paying  off  their 
debts  like  honest  men  ;  but  even  honest  men  cannot  pay  -their 
debts  and  Mr.  Lloyd  George's  taxes  as  well.  And,  to  speak 
plainly,  it  is  not  clear  why  the  Irish  peasant  proprietor  should 
try  to  do  so.  He  borrowed  money  from  the  British  Govern- 
ment to  buy  his  land.  If  that  Government  afterwards  puts  a 
heavy  burden  on  his  land,  he  may  say,  "  I  am  absolved  from 
paying  the  loan,  because  you  have  swindled  me."  And  who 
shall  say  that  he  would  not  be  right?  Then,  where  does  the 
British  taxpayer  come  in  ? 
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"  That  Pagan  Bantling." 

Cardinal  Logue,  speaking  in  St.  Patrick's  College,  May- 
nooth,  on  June  25,  19123  said:  — 

"  I  happen  to  have  noticed  a  speech  that  a 
very  distinguished  man,  the  Provost  of  Trinity  College, 
made  at  a  special  meeting  of  the  Protestant  Synod  in 
April.  The  principal  object  of  the  meeting  was  to  protest 
against  Home  Rule.  They  had  the  right  to  give  their 
views,  and  to  put  forward  and  fight  for  their  views;  but 
there  is  something  connected  with  the  New  University 
which  rather  surprised  me.  In  the  first  place,  the  Provost, 
for  whom  I  have  the  greatest  esteem — T  made  his  acquaint- 
ance long  ago,  he  is  a  good,  honest,  outspoken  man,  candid, 
and  says  what  he  thinks  fearlessly ;  hence  I  have  the 
greatest  respect  for  him — he  did  me  the  honour  of  quotiiig 
me  as  saying  that  we  would  try  to  make  this  New  University 
Catholic.  I  forget  whether  these  were  the  exact  words  I 
used  or  not.  If  they  were  I  repeat  them.  They 
dropped  that  pagan  bantling  in  the  midst  of  us,  and, 
please  God,  if  we  can  we  will  baptise  it  and  make  it 
Christian." — Freeman's  Journal,  June  26,  1912. 

Trials  Postponed. 

Light  is  thrown  upon  the  condition  of  County  Clare  under 
Mr  Birrell's  lule  by  the  following  report  in  the  Irish  Times 
(July  3)  of  the  proceedings  at  the  Clare  Assizes:  — 

"  In  the  case  of  Michael  Kearney,  who  is  charged 
with  the  murder  of  Michael  Doolaghty,  at  Carrahan,  on 
March  22,  Mr.  Hennessy,  K.C.,  with  whom  was  Mr.  George 
McSweeny,  K-C.  (instructed  by  Mr.  F.  F.  Cullinan,  Crown 
Solicitor),  said  that  he  wished  to  apply  for  an  adjourn- 
ment of  the  trial,  by  direction  of  the  Attorney- General. 
He  moved  on  the  affidavit  of  Mr.  A.  A.  Roberts,  County 
Inspector  of  Clare.  Mr.  Hennessy  then  read  the  affidavit, 
which  stated :  — 

I  say   that  a   feeling  of  terror  prevails   in  the 

COUnty,  which  would  intimidate  the  jurors  in  the  county 
in  the  case  from  finding  a  verdict  in  accordance  with  the 
evidence.  I  am  therefore  convinced  from  what  I  know  of 
the  feelings  of  the  persons  from  whom  jurors  are  selected 
throughout  the  county  and  the  active  sympathy  of  the 
many  friends  and  supporters  of  prisoner,  that  a  fair  trial 
of  the  case  as  between  the  Crown  and  the  prisoner  in  the 
Co.  Clare  is  impossible. 

c 
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Mr.  Patrick  Lynch,  K.C.,  who,  with  Mr.  Joseph 
O'Connor  (instructed  by  Mr.  John  B.  Lynch),  appeared 
for  the  defendant,  said  he  had  not  an  opportunity  of  con- 
sidering the  affidavit,  as  he  had  not  been  furnished  with 
a  copy,  but  they  were  quite  satisfied  with  any  order  his 
Lordship  would  make.  The  only  question  was  one  of  bail. 

His  Lordship  said  he  would  postpone  the  trial  to  the 
next  Assizes,  and  he  would  accept  bail,  the  principal  in 
£200,  and  two  securities  in  £100  each. 

Martin  Hayes  was  then  put  forward,  charged  with 
causing  an  explosion  in  the  house  of  Michael  Flanagan, 
near  Kilfenora,  on  February  2nd. 

Mr.  Hennessy,  K.C.,  said  he  was  also  instructed  by 
the  Attorney- General  to  apply  for  an  adjournment  in  the 
case. 

Mr.  Joseph  O'Connor,  K.C.  (instructed  by  Mr. 
Hunt),  for  the  defence,  opposed  the  application. 

His  Lordship  said  he  had  read  the  depositions,  and 
to  his  mind  this  was  even  a  more  serious  case  than  the 
other  one,  although,  fortunately,  life  was  not  taken.  He 
adjourned  the  trial  to  the  next  Assizes,  and  refused  bail. 

James  Doherty  (jun.)  was  then  put  forward,  charged 
with  assault  on  Michael  Kearney,  already  indicted  for 
murder,  and  on  the  application  of  Mr.  Hennessy  the  case 
was  adjourned  to  the  next  Assizes  and  the  accused  allowed 
out  on  the  same  bail. 

Dr.  John  Dowling  and  nineteen  others  were  indicted 
for  riot  at  Carrahan,  on  March  22.  Mr.  Hennessy  made 
a  similar  application,  and  read  a  further  affidavit  of 
County  Inspector  Roberts. 

Mr.  O'Connor  (instructed  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Lynch) 
appeared  for  Dr-  Dowling  and  six  other  defendants.  Mr. 
M'Comyn  appeared  for  the  other  defendants. 

His  Lordship  adjourned  the  trial  to  the  next  Assizes 
and  allowed  the  parties  out  on  the  same  bail. 

Patrick  Hayes  and  nineteen  others  were  then  put  in 
the  dock,  charged  with  riot  and  unlawful  assembly  on  the 
occasion  of  a  cattle-drive  at  Newmarket-on-Fergus,  when 
there  was  a  serious  collision  with  the  police. 

Mr.  Hennessy  made  a  similar  application  for  an 
adjournment. 

Mr.  P.  Lynch,  K.C.  (instructed  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Lynch), 
for  the  defence,  said  they  were  prepared  to  take  their  trial, 
but  he  would  be  satisfied  with  any  order  his  Lordship 
would  make. 

The  case  was  adjourned  to  next  Assizes,  and  the 
accused  allowed  out  on  the  same  bail." 
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Outrages  on  Animals. 

At  the  Galway  Quarter  Sessions  on  June  21,  1912,  com- 
pensation for  malicious  injuries  was  awarded  in  respect  of  the 
following  abominable  crimes. 

To  Mr.  Robert  Mackie,  for  a  horse,  ears  cut  off. 

To  Mr-  Redington,  Town  Clerk,  for  a  horse,  ears  cut  off. 
In  this  case  the  ears  were  amputated  close  to  the  head,  causing 
the  blood  to  spurt  18  inches. 

Mr.  John  Curran,  for  a  carriage  horse,  ears  cut  off. 

Mr.  John  M'Grath,  for  a  horse,  ears  cut  off. 

Mr.  James  Keane,  for  two  cattle,  tails  cut  off. 

Mr.  Birrell  says  that  no  trace  of  the  criminals  has  been 
found. — House  of  Commons,  July  4,  1912. 

These  are  not  the  only  cases,  for  the  Irish  Independent 
(June  22),  reports:  — 

"The  outrages  perpetrated  on  horses  grazing  on  the 
property  of  Lieut.  Kirwan,  of  Oranmore,  by  the  cutting 
off  of  their  ears,  had  a  sequel  at  Galway  Quarter  Sessions 
yesterday,  when  his  Honour  Judge  Anderson,  K.C.,  in  con- 
sidering the  compensation  claims  for  malicious  injury  aris- 
ing out  of  the  maCter,  awarded  Robert  W.  Mackie,  auc- 
tioneer, £40;  Thos.  M.  Reddington,  Secretary  Urban  Coun- 
cil, £100;  Jas.  Curran,  Prospect  Hill,  £55;  and  Mr.  John 
M'Grath,  Shrule,  £45,  with  costs  and  expenses  in  all 
cases. 

In  giving  his  decision,  his  Honour  said  he  could  not 
imagine  the  feelings  of  a  man  who,  having  a  spite  against 
anyone,  would  revenge  it  on  unfortunate  dumb  animals, 
causing  them  frightful  pain  and  injury.  Such  outrages 
brought  eternal  disgrace  on  this  country.  They  were  con- 
fined to  a  few  ill-disposed  persons,  and  who  they  were  was 
as  well  known  to  a  certain  class  as  that  he  was  sitting  there. 
It  would  be  well  for  the  good  name  of  the  county  and  the 
inhabitants  if  the  well-disposed  people  would  only  combine 
and  drive  these  miscreants  out  of  the  county."  , 

What  with  murdering  a  woman  in  Clare,  torturing  animals 
in  Galway,  and  bludgeoning  children  in  Londonderry,  the 
Nationalists  are  steadily  asserting  their  fitness  to  be  entrusted 
with  the  government  of  Ireland. 

The  Arm  of  the  Law. 

In  Nisi  Prius  (No-  1)  Court,  Dublin,  on  June  18,  1912, 
before  Mr.  Justice  Boyd  and  a  Dublin  County  common  jury, 
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two  young  men  named  Patrick  Donnellan  and  Thomas  Sullivan, 
sons  of  small  farmers,  were  indicted  for  having  on  March  1, 
1911,  unlawfully  and  maliciously  wounded  John  Hynes;  and 
also  with  having  caused  him  grevious  bodily  harm. 

The  Solicitor-General,   in  stating  the  case  for  the  Crown, 
said :  — 

"  The  facts  that  would  be  brought  home  to  the  jury 
were  extremely  simple,  but  the  evidence  was  very  coercive. 
Although  the  facts  were  simple,  the  evidence  was  clear,  and 
the  crime  with  which  the  prisoners  were  charged  was, 
having  regard  to  the  social  conditions  of  the  district,  a 
serious  one.  The  injured  man,  John  Hynes,  was  dis- 
abled for  life — the  sight  of  one  of  his  eyes  had  been  de- 
stroyed, and  the  sight  of  the  other  eye  was  also  considerably 
affected.  The  shooting  outrage  of  which  Hvnes  was  the 
victim,  was  a  most  deliberate  one  to  take  his  life,  and  it  was 
gnly  by  a  miracle  that  he  had  escaped.  .  .  .  Hynes 
had  rented  some  grass  lands  from  a  man  named  Digby 
Bentley,  at  Killaderry,  and  the  taking  of  those  lands  was 
the  origin  of  the  murderous  attack  that  was  made  on  him." 
— Fr&eman's  Journal,  June  19,  1912. 

On  the  following  day  the  jury,  after  half  an  hour's  absence, 
returned  to  court  with  a  verdict  of  ' '  Not  guilty  ' '  in  the  case 
of  both  prisoners.  The  announcement  of  the  verdict,  the  re- 
port continues,  was  received  with  applause  in  court. 

Irish  Liberty. 

At  Tralee,  on  May  30,  Patrick  Ryan  and  John  Clifford 
were  charged  with  the  attempted  murder  of  three  men.  In  the 
course  of  his  evidence  the  Head  Constable  said  that  he  had  re- 
ceived information  respecting  the  murder,  but  that  witnesses 
could  not  be  brought  to  court,  because  they  would  be  shot  if 
they  gave  evidence. 

On  July  4,  replying  to  Mr.  Sandys,  Mr.  Birrell  admitted 
the  above  facts,  remarking  that  the  reluctance  of  witnesses  to 
give  evidence  is  by  no  means  a  new  feature  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  law  in  Ireland.  The  police,  he  said,  are  doing  all 
they  can  to  prevent  such  intimidation. 

Is  a  country  where  the  law  is  a  dead  letter  fit  to  govern 
itself?  Are  people  who  dare  not  give  evidence  free?  Are 
slaves  fit  to  rule  ? 

Boycotted  by  Home  Rulers. 

In  answer  to  a  question  from  Captain  Craig,  Mr,  Birrell 
stated  that  the  total  number  of  persons  boycotted  on 
1st  January  and  1st  June,  1912,  was  as  follows:  — 
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IST  JANUARY,   1912.  IST  JUNE,  1912. 

Serious.  Serious. 

Cases.     Persons.  Cases.     Persons. 

12            58  8            41 

Minor.  Minor. 

Cases.     Persons.  Cases.     Persons. 

79           318  73          297 
—ParL  Del.  July  4,  Col.  1461. 

Protected  from  Home  Rulers. 

In  answer  to  a  question  from  Captain  Craig,  Mr.  Birrell 
stated  that  the  total  number  of  persons  receiving  special  police 
protection,  constant  and  patrol,  on  1st  January  and  1st  June, 
1912,  was  as  follows:  — 

IST  JANUARY,   1912.  IST  JUNE,  1912. 

Constant.     By  Patrol.  Constant.     By  Patrol. 

60  268  53  252 

— ParL  Deb.  July  4.     Col.  1463. 

The  League  and  the  Church. 

The  Rev.  J.  J.  Hegarty,  P.P.,  speaking  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Glencastle  Branch  of  the  U.I.L.,  on  June  16,  1912,  said:  — 

"  He  understood  that  there  had  not  been  a  subscrip- 
tion sent  to  the  Irish  Parliamentary  Fund  for  the  past  few 
years  by  the  parish,  and  said  it  was  downright  dereliction 
of  duty  on  the  part  of  the  people  not  to  have  given  their 
financial  support  to  a  Party  which  every  Irishman  the 
world  over  looks  up  to  with  pride." — Western  People, 
June  22,  1912. 

DRUM  SNA  BRANCH. 

"  The  Committee  had  under  consideration  the  hold- 
ing of  a  collection  in  aid  of  the  Home  Rule  Fund,  and  it 
was  decided  to  hold  same  on  Sunday,  7th  July,  outside 
the  chapel  gate,  and  it  is  expected  that  all  true  National- 
ists will  join  in  making  it  a  success." — Leitrim  Observer, 
June  22,  1912. 

KlLLINUMERY    BRANCH. 

"  The  Committee  decided  to  take  up  the  collection 
outside  the  chapel  gate  on  Sunday,  7th  July,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  every  householder  will  subscribe  generously  by 
that  date." — Sligo  Champion,  June  29,  1912. 

BALLYMOE  BRANCH. 

"  It  was  unanimously  decided  to  hold  the  election  of 
officers  and  committee  on  Sunday,  and  also  to  appoint 
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collectors  to  attend  after  both  Masses  at  Ballymoe  on  Sun- 
day next  to  collect  for  the  Parliamentary  Fund.  All  those 
who  have  not  joined  as  yet  will  have  an  opportunity  on 
Sunday  after  last  Mass." — Boscommon  Messenger, 
June  29;  1912. 

FOUK  MILE  HOUSE  BRANCH. 

"  It  was  decided  to  leave  the  collection  open  for  three 
weeks  more,  in  the   meantime,   committeemen   to   make   a 
house-to-house  collection,   and  a  collection  to  be  held  on 
Sunday    week    at  Four  Mile  House  Chapel.     .     .     ."- 
Boscommon  Messenger,   June  29,  1912. 

BALLINAMEEN   BRANCH. 

"  At  the  meeting  on  Sunday,  June  30th,  Mr.  Owen 
Dwyer,  D.C.,  presided.  General  business  was  transacted, 
and  correspondence  was  dealt  with.  Arrangements  were 
made  for  holding  a  collection  in  aid  of  the  Home  Rule 
Fund  in  Ballinameen,  at  the  chapel  gat^,  beiore  each  of 
the  Masses  on  Sunday,  July  21st." — Boscommon  Herald, 
July  6,  1912. 

FOUR  MILE  HOUSE  BRANCH. 

"  It  was  decided  to  close  this  collection  on  Sunday, 
July  14th,  on  which  date  a  collection  (with  table)  will  be 
held  at  Four  Mile  House  Chapel,  after  which  a  house-to- 
house  collection  will  be  held  to  collect  all  outstanding  sub- 
scriptions."— -Boscommon  Messenger,  July  6,  1912. 

KlLLINUMERY  BRANCH- 

The  collection  for  the  Home  Rule  Fund  will  be  taken  up 
at  the  Killavoggy  Chapel  on  Sunday,  the  21st  inst. — Slir/o 
Champion,  July  13,  1912. 

How  the  U.I.L   Rules  Ireland. 

Mr.  E.  J.  Robins,  J.P.,  speaking  at  a  meeting  of  the 
U.I.L. ,  at  Tubber,  on  June  16,  1912,  said:  — 

"  There  was  a  resolution  passed  at  the  South  West- 
meath  Executive  that  unless  a  man  be  in  the  United  Irish 
League  for  at  least  one  year  he  would  not  be  recommended 
for  a  farm  when  the  lands  would  come  to  be  divided." — 
Westmeath  Independent,  June  22,  1912. 

The  following  extract  is  taken  from  the  report  of  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Ballyrush  Branch  of  the  United  Irish  League,  held 
on  June  23,  1912:  — 
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"  We  are  sorry  to  see  the  Nationalists  of  Sooey  giving 
a  contract  to  the  builder  of  the  Knockalassa  grabber's 
house  after  his  barefaced  violation  of  the  rules  of  the 
League." — Sligo  Champion,  June  29,  1912. 

A  Black  List. 

From  the  Longford  Leader,  July  6,   1912:  — 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Drumlish  and  Ballinamuck 
Branch  of  the  U.I.L.,  held  at  Ballinamuck  on  30th  June, 
it  was  decided  to  close  the  membership  list  after  next  meet- 
ing, and  it  is  hoped  that  the  Committee  will  be  spared 
the  trouble  of  putting  a  black  list  in  the  Press,  as  all 
members  and  those  who  are  not  members  will  be  published, 
so  let  everyone  take  the  hint.  Next  meeting  at  Drumlish, 
14th  July," at  12.30.— J.  Devine,  Sec." 

GLENCASTLE  BRANCH. 

"  Collectors  are  also  requested  to  furnish  the  names 
of  non-subscribers  in  their  respective  districts  for  publica- 
tion."—TFes^m  People,  July  13,  1912. 

The  Sunday  Dance. 

ANCIENT  ORDER  OF  HIBERNIANS  (CLONGUISH  DIVISION  No.  32). 
"A  meeting  of  this  Division  was  held  in  the  Hall  on 
Monday  night,  1st  inst-,  at  7  o'clock.  Bro.  Owen  Manning 
presided.  Minutes  of  last  meeting  were  read  and  con- 
firmed. ...  It  was  decided  to  hold  a  dance  in  the 
Hall  on  Sunday,  14th  July,  in  aid  of  the  C.G.F.C."- 
Longford  Leader,  July  6,  1912. 

Home  Rule  in  Being-. 

The  following  quotation  is  from  the  report  in  the  Western 
People  (June  29,  1912)  of  a  meeting  of  the  Swinford  Board  of 
Guardians  on  June  25,  1912:  — 

"  Mr.  Doherty  here  approached  Mr.  Hunt,  who  was 
setting  near  the  head  of  the  table,  and  said,  '  In  view  of 
the  interest  Mr.  Hunt  has  taken  in  my  vote,  I  have  much 
pleasure  in  presenting  him  with  a  new  face.' 

"With  that,  Mr.  Doherty,  from  behind  Mr.  Hunt's 
back  slapped  a  mask  over  his  face. 

"  He  evidently,  however,  did  not  count  upon  the  con- 
sequences, for  Mr.  Hunt,  who  is  a  powerfully-built  man, 
standing  over  six  feet  high,  stung  by  the  insult  offered 
him,  sprang  to  his  feet  and  came  into  sharp  conflict  with 
Mr.  Doherty  at  the  end  of  the  room,  some  blows  being 
exchanged. 
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"  There  was  intense  excitement  at  the  moment,  and 
r.  Hunt  would  beyond  doubt  have  made  short  shrift  of 
s  opponent  had  it  not  been  for  the  timely  intervention 
of  Mr.  T.  Morrin,  who  rushed  into  the  thick  of  the  fray 
and  put  an  end  to  what  might  have  developed  into  a  very 
ugly  situation." 

From  the  Dublin  Evening  Herald  (June  25,  1912):  — 

"  The  Roscommon  District  Council  yesterday  sum- 
moned four  of  the  tenants  of  their  labourers'  cottages  to 
obtain  possession.  Mr.  Neilan,  J.P.,  said  he  was  informed 
there  was  a  couple  of  hundred  pounds  in  rent  due  to  the 
District  Council  that  they  would  never  recover.  He 
thought  there  must  have  been  gross  neglect  on  the  part  of 
the  District  Council  when  such  a  thing  could  happen." 

How  Nationalists  would  Govern  Ireland. 

Mr.  Jeremiah  MacVeagh  is  distressed  because  Sir  Robert 
Anderson  has  said  that  Mr.  McKenna's  administration  has  de- 
moralised the  working  officers  of  the  London  Police.  So  per- 
turbed is  he  that  he  asked  the  Prime  Minister  on  June  26 
whether  he  would  not  give  the  House  of  Commons  an  oppor 
tunity  of  deciding  whether  a  pension  from  public  funds  should 
continue  to  be  paid  to  Sir  Robert  Anderson. 

This  is  an  interesting  example  of  what  may  be  expected  in 
an  Irish  Parliament.  If  an  ex-official  should  presume  to  give 
advice  or  offer  criticism,  he  would  promptly  find  his  pension  cut 
off.  And  if  such  were  the  treatment  meted  out  to  an  un- 
popular pensioner,  what  would  be  the  position  of  an  official  who 
should  dare  to  cross  his  superiors  ?  What  freedom,  what  inde- 
pendence is  promised  by  Mr.  MacVeagh  and  his  friends. 

Soft  Soap  and  Hard  Facts. 

Alderman  Boyle,  the  Home  Rule  M.P.  for  North  Mayo, 
speaking  at  Blackburn  on  June  29,  1912,  said:  — 

"  They  voted  for  the  Budget  because  they  believed 
it  to  be  a  good  Budget,  and  that  there  were  great  possi- 
bilities behind  it." — Manchester  Guardian,  July  1,  1912. 

We  may  charitably  suppose  that,  in  his  anxiety  to  hypno- 
tise the  English  people.  Alderman  Boyle  forgot  his  facts,  for 
we  would  not  do  the  Alderman  the  injustice  of  supposing  that 
he  had  them  in  his  memory  when  he  spoke. 

For  what  said  Professor  Kettle  of  the  Budget?  "It  is 
one  of  revenge  disguised  in  reform  and  theft  disguised  in  tern- 
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perance.     .     .     .     It  is  a  gross  violation  of  the  Act  of  Union." 
— Speech  at  Dungannon. 

At  another  meeting,  reported  in  the  Freeman's  Journal 
of  June  7,  1909,  he  said:  — 

"  When  I  consider  the  whole  situation  and  the  whole 
effect  of  this  measure,  I  confess  I  see  many  reasons  for 
preferring  German  invasions  to  British  finance.  This 
Finance  Bill  would  be  fought  at  every  point  by  the  Irish 
Members,  and  the  Liberal  Government,  with  the  greatest 
majority  of  modern  times,  would  find  it  was  not  so  easy 
a  task  as  they  anticipated  to  place  the  additional  burden 
on  the  weak  and  stricken  shoulders  of  Ireland." 

A  greater  than  Profesor  Kettle,  Mr.  John  Redmond  him- 
self, informed  the  House  of  Commons  on  April  29,  1909, 
that  the  Irish  Home  Rulers  were  determined  "  to  oppose  it 
(the  Budget)  on  every  possible  occasion." 

So  much  for  Mr.  Alderman  Boyle's  attempt  to  delude  the 
electors  of  Blackburn.  Did  he  forget  Mr.  Redmond's  words, 
or  did  he  remember  Mr.  Redmond's  actions  ?  The  two  are  not 
always  consistent. 

For,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Irish  Nationalists  did  not 
oppose  the  Bill  on  every  occasion.  And  here  are  a  few  Irish 
opinions  on  their  conduct :  — 

The  Kilkenny  People,  November  13,   1909:  — 

"  The  abstention  of  the  Irish  Members  from  this  Divi- 
sion on  the  third  reading  of  the  Finance  Bill  upsets  all  our 
preconceived  theories  as  to  the  duties  the  Nationalist  party 
in  the  British  House  of  Commons  were  expected  to  dis- 
charge. We  had  thought  that,  next  to  working  for  Home 
Rule,  there  was  no  claim  which  they  should  more  in- 
sistently urge  than  the  claim  for  the  relief  of  the  ad- 
mittedly unjust  and  wholly  iniquitous  burthen  of  over- 
taxation imposed  on  this  country." 

The  Connaiight  Champion  of  November  20,  1909,  com- 
plained that  all  the  Liberal  Government  had  given  Ireland 
was  an  unsuitable  Old  Age  Pensions  Act  and  a  Land  Act  that 
is  now  admittedly  worthless.  ..."  And  in  return  for  all 
this  the  Liberals  would  take  from  Ireland  an  extra  two  million 
pounds  annually  in  taxation." 

This  quotation  will  be  of  particular  interest  to  Alderman 
Boyle,  who  sits  for  a  Connaught  constituency. 

The  Irish  Catholic  of  November  20,  1909,  wrote  quite 
strongly  on  the  subject:  — 

E  2 
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"  As    regards    those   among   our  own   representatives 
who  have  supported  the  Budget,  we  earnestly  trust  that  a 
proper  sense  of  shame  will  prevent  them  again  seeking  the 
suffrage  of  their  constituents.     The  great  betrayal  which 
they  have  perpetrated  is  sufficient  to  brand  them  for  ever 
••as  unworthy  of  the  confidence  of  Ireland." 
This  is  what  Alderman  Boyle  describes  as  enthusiasm  for 
the  Budget.     And  possibly  some  good  folk  of  Blackburn  be- 
lieved him.       They  will  ask  him  for  his  authority  next  time. 

But  Alderman  Boyle,  though  a  flagrant  example,  is  not 
the  only  offender.  His  Blackburn  speech  is  only  a  specimen 
of  the  sort  of  soothing  syrup  which  is  being  ladled  down  the 
British  throat  by  political  quacks. 

Still  Going  Round. 

Speaking  at  Hartlepool  on  July  12,  1912,  Mr.  Joe  Devlin, 
M.P.,  said:  — 

"  The  number  of  Government  officials  assessed  for 
income-tax  in  Scotland  was  only  963 ;  in  Ireland  the 
number  was  4, £03 — Northern  "Daily  Mail,  July  13. 

The  lie  is  not  scotched  ye?.  It  is  still  going  round,  not- 
withstanding the  issue  of  the  official  Treasury  return,  No.  104 
of  1912,  which  shows  that  the  figures  are:  — 

Scotland  2,215 

Ireland    2,248 

The  Home  Rule  Council's  Farce- 

Writing  to  the  Editor  of  Irish  Facts,  Mr.  H.  W.  J.  Stone 
.says :  — 

"  I  have  just  received  a  copy  of  the  sample  leaflets 
issued  by  the  Home  Rule  Council.  The  leaflets  are  56  in 
number,  and  with  only  one  or  two  exceptions  they  end  with 
the  exhortation,  '  Vote  for  Home  Rule.'  The  first  is  dated 
November  1st,  1911,  and  the  last  April  4th,  1912. 

"Is  it  not  a  hypocritical  farce  to  disseminate  leaflets 
bearing  this  exhortation  ?  There  would  have  been  a  certain 
amount  of  common  honesty  in  inviting  the  electors  to 
'  Vote  for  Home  Rule  '  at  the  last  General  Election,  but 
the  '  debt  of  shame  '  is  now  in  course  of  liquidation,  and 
the  Home  Rule  Council  know  full  well  that  Mr.  John  Red- 
mond has  no  intention  of  allowing  the  constituencies  to 
vote  for  or  against  Home  Rule.  To  give  such  a  chance 
-would  be  to  sacrifice  all  the  ground  he  has  gained  by  the 
passing  of  the  Parliament  Act." 
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Ure  Again! 

The  following  correspondence  has  taken  place  between  Mr. 
Steel-Maitland  and  Mr.  Alexander  Ure:  — 

"  Conservative  Central  Office,  June  13. 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  informed  that  at  a  meeting 
which  you  addressed  at  the  Skating  Rink  in  Folkestone  you 
were  reported  to  have  said  that  the  '  Tory  party  sent  down 
instructions  to  South  Hackney  and  North-West  Norfolk 
that  the  Home  Rule  question  was  not  to  be  mentioned,  be- 
cause the  leaders  of  the  party  had  reports  from  their  wire- 
pullers that  the  people  of  this  country  had  made  up  their 
minds  about  it.'  I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you  could 
let  me  know  whether  this  report  is  a  correct  statement  of 
your  remarks  on  that  occasion  ?  Yours  faithfully, 
(Signed)  ARTHUR  STEEL-MAITLAND. 

"The  Right  Hon.  Alex.  Ure,  M.P.,  76,  Knights- 
bridge,  S.W." 

76,  Knightsbridge,  S.W.,  June  14. 

"Dear  Sir, — I  am  favoured  with  yours  of  yesterday. 
What  I  said  at  Folkestone  on  the  occasion  to  which  you 
refer  was  that  I  believed  the  Tory  party  sent  down  instruc- 
tions to  the  effect  mentioned.  A  subsequent  question  put 
by  one  of  the  audience  and  answered  by  me  at  the  time 
made  my  meaning  perfectly  evident. — Yours  faithfully,, 
(Signed)  ALEX.  URE. 

"A.  D.  Steel-Maitland,  Esq.,  M.P." 

"  Conservative  Central   Office,   June   16. 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  letter 
of  June  14.  With  regard  to  your  statement  as  to  instruc- 
tions having  been  sent  down  by  the  '  Tory  party  '  to  the 
effect  that  Home  Rule  was  not  to  be  mentioned  at  South 
Hackney  and  North- West  Norfolk,  perhaps  you  will  allow 
me  to  say  that  no  instructions  whatever  of  this  nature  v/ere 
issued  from  this  office,  nor  were  they  contemplated. — Yours 
faithfully, 

(Signed)  "  ARTHUR  STEEL-MAITLAND. 

"  The  Right  Hon.  Alex.  Ure,  K.C.,  M.P." 

"76,  Knightsbridge.  S-W.,  June  17. 
"  Dear  Sir, — I  am  favoured  with  yours  of  yesterday. 
I,  of  course,  accept  your  statement  on  the  topic  to  which 
you  refer  as  decisive. — Yours  faithfully, 

"  (Signed)  ALEX.  URE. 
"  Arthur  Steel-Maitland,  Esq.,  M.P." 
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"  Conservative  Central  Offices,   June  18. 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  your 
letter  of  June  17,  and  I  appreciate  your  courtesy  in  de- 
ferring to  my  statements  as  to  the  facts  of  the  case  in  con- 
nection with  North- West  Norfolk  and  South  Hackney. — 
Yours  faithfully,  ARTHUR  STEEL-MAITLAND. 

"  The  Right  Hon.  Alex.  Ure,  M.P.,  76,  Knights- 
bridge,  S.W. 


Mr.  Balfour  has  addressed  the  following  letter  to  Mr.  Mar- 
shall Freeman,  Unionist  candidate  in  the  recent  Ilkeston 
election,  disposing  of  another  Radical  Home  Rule  fiction :  — 

4,  Carlton-gardens,    Pall-mall,    S.W., 

July  10,  1912- 

My  Dear  Mr.  Marshall  Freeman, — I  beg  to  acknow- 
ledge your  letter  calling  my  attention  to  the  last  portion 
of  a  speech  which  the  Lord  Advocate  is  reported  to  have 
delivered  at  Heanor  on  June  29. 

In  this  it  is  asserted  that  "  on  three  occasions  during 
the  past  twenty-five  years  the  Tory  party  have  been  within 
an  ace  of  embracing  Home  Rule  for  Ireland  as  their 
policy."  This  statement,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  goes,  is 
absolutely  untrue. — Believe  me,  yours  very  truly, 

ARTHUR  JAMES  BALFOUR. 


A  Usual  Home  Rule  Argument. 

For  some  weeks  past  the  Union  Defence  League  has  been 
displaying  in  shops  in  various  parts  of  London  photographs 
and  other  exhibits  illustrative  of  political  conditions  in  Ire- 
land. These  shops  have  been  largely  visited,  and  have  evoked 
an  interest  which  is  distressing  to  the  advocates  of  Home  Rule. 

On  the  evening  of  July  17,  about  6  o'clock,  a  gentleman 
called  at  the  League  shop  in  Lower  Clapton  Road,  Hackney, 
and  entered  into  conversation  with  the  League  representative. 
He  was  evidently  a  strong  opponent  of  the  Unionist  cause, 
and  warned  the  men  in  charge  of  the  shop  that  they  had  better 
beware  of  what  the  United  Irish  League  were  going  to  do  that 
night. 

His  forebodings  were  verified  at  11.40,  when  a  steel  missile 
was  hurled  through  the  window  of  the  shop,  which  had  been 
closed  a  short  while  before.  It  is  said  that  the  missile  was 
flung  from  the  top  of  a  passing  tram,  the  number  of  which 
is  known. 
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The  League  is  offering  a  reward  of  £10  for  information 
which  will  lead  to  the  conviction  of  the  perpetrator  of  the 
outrage. 

We  desire  particularly  to  call  attention  to  the  importation 
of  Irish  political  methods  into  the  Metropolis.  It  may  be 
that  our  exhibits  are  displeasing  to  the  United  Irish  League, 
but  as  they  are  all  absolutely  authentic,  the  blame  for  that 
rests,  not  upon  us  who  merely  record  events,  but  on  those 
members  of  the  United  Irish  League  who  have  been  the 
authors  of  them.  It  is  always  disagreeable  when  our  sins 
find  us  out,  but  that  hardly  jusifies  the  sinner  in  wrecking 
the  property  of  his  detector 
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STILL    FURTHER    EXPLANATIONS. 


More  Light  on  the  Home  Rule  Bill. 


The  intricacies  and  obscurities  of  the  Home  Rule  Bill  are 
still  the  subject  of  explanation  by  unwilling  Ministers.  To  the 
selection  of  answers  published  in  the  June  and  July  issue  of 
IRISH  FACTS  the  following  are  added. 

Copies  of  the  June  and  July  numbers  can  be  obtained  from 
the  Union  Defence  League,  price  3d.  each  post  free.  The  re- 
plies of  Ministers  are  necessary  to  every  student  of  the  Home 
Rule  Bill:  only  by  their  explanation  can  the  clauses  be  pro- 
perly undeistood. 

Irish  at  Westminster. 

MR.  JAMES  MASON  asked  the  Prime  Minister  whether  the 
supreme  authority  of  the  Imperial  Parliament  is  in  any  way 
increased  by  the  inclusion  in  Clause  13  of  the  Government  of 
Ireland  Bill  of  the  words,  "  unless  and  until  the  Parliament 
of  the  United  Kingdom  otherwise  determine  the  following  pro- 
visions shall  have  effect";  whether  the  right  of  the  Imperial 
Parliament  to  amend  or  repeal  the  Clause  would  be  in  any  way 
diminished  if  these  words  were  omitted ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he 
will  state  the  nature  of  the  restrictions  which  the  omission  of 
these  words  would  place  upon  the  free  action  of  the  Imperial 
Parliament  ? 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  :  The  answer  both  to  the  first  and 
second  parts  of  the  question  is  in  the  negative.  The  third  part 
of  the  question  does  not  arise.  The  words  are  inserted  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  that,  having  regard  to  the  possi- 
bility of  general  redistribution,  the  arrangements  made  by  the 
Clause  may  prove  temporary  only. — July  1,  Cols.  748-9. 

Representatives  in  Foreign  Countries. 

MR.  AMERY  asked  whether,  under  the  Government  of  Ire- 
land Bill,  the  Irish  Government  will  be  able  to  maintain  com- 
mercial agents  or  other  representatives  in  foreign  countries  or 
in  the  Dominions  ? 
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MR.  BIRRELL:  The  answer  to  this  question  depends  upon 
what  the  Hon.  Member  understands  by  "commercial  agents" 
or  representatives.  If  he  means  Consuls  or  Agents  accredited 
to  foreign  or  Colonial  Governments,  the  answer  is  in  the  nega- 
tive. On  the  other  hand,  it  is  easy  to  conceive  cases  of  repre- 
sentatives who  might  be  maintained  by  the  Irish  Government 
within  their  powers — for  instance,  a  representative  of  an  Irish 
Department  at  a  foreign  or  Colonial  exhibition. 

MR.  AMERY  :  Am  I  to  understand  from  that  answer, 
though  a  representative  is  not  duly  accredited,  he  may  be  in  a 
foreign  country  for  any  purpose  for  which  the  Irish  Govern- 
ment care  to  keep  him  ? 

MR.  BIRRELL  :  It  would  depend  to  some  extent  on  the  cir- 
cumstances, but  I  should  think  the  real  difference  would  be 
whether  he  was  formally  accredited,  whether  he  held  any 
formal  office  as  Consul  or  not. 

SIR  GILBERT  PARKER  :  Are  we  to  understand  that  the  Irish 
Government  will  not  be  able  to  send  commercial  agents,  such 
as,  for  instance,  the  Government  of  New  Brunswick  and  the 
Government  of  Victoria  send  to  this  country,  to  represent  them 
commercially  ? 

MR.  BIRRELL:  I  do  not  quite  know  on  what  terms  those 
agents  are  appointed.  Speaking  generally,  it  would  not  be 
open  to  the  Irish  Government  to  appoint  a  Consul  or  person 
formally  and  regularly  accredited  by  one  Government  to- 
another. — June  27,  Col.  464. 

Roll  of  Precedence. 

MR.  HORNER  asked  whether,  if  the  Government  of  Ireland 
Bill  becomes  law,  the  Irish  Parliament  will  have  power  to  alter 
the  Roll  of  Precedence  in  Ireland,  which  gives  precedence  to 
the  Archbishops  of  Canterbury  and  York  over  all  other  Arch- 
bishops ? 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  :  This  is  a  matter  of  Dignities,  and 
as  such,  is  excluded  from  the  control  of  the  Irish  Parliament. 
— July  1,  Col.  749. 


Irish  Petitions. 

MR.  HORNER  asked  whether,  if  the  Government  of  Ireland 
Bill  becomes  law,  Irish  petitions  addressed  to  the  Crown  will 
have  to  be  made  through  a  Member  of  the  Executive  Committee- 
of  the  Irish  Parliament  ? 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  :  The  Bill  does  not  affect  the  right, 
of  subjects  to  petition  the  Crown. — July  1,  Col.  749. 
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National  Insurance  Act. 

MB.  JAMES  MASON  asked  if  the  Prime  Minister  will  say  in 
what  manner  the  Irish  Government  is  to  administer  the 
National  Insurance  Act,  1911,  in  the  event  of  it  taking  over 
the  administration  of  that  Act,  as  provided  in  Clause  5  (2)  (6), 
without  having  also  taken  over  the  administration  of  the  ser- 
vices in  connection  with  friendly  societies ;  and  whether,  having 
regard  to  the  provision  that  the  public  services  in  connection 
with  friendly  societies  cannot  be  transferred  to  the  Irish 
Government  until  the  expiration  of  ten  years  from  the 
appointed  day,  the  public  services  in  connection  with  the 
National  Insurance  Act,  1911,  can  be  effectively  undertaken 
by  the  Irish  Government  until  the  expiration  of  a  similar 
period  ? 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to  the  TREASURY  (Mr.  Master- 
man)  :  There  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  Irish  Government 
administering  the  National  Insurance  Act,  1911,  without  taking 
over  the  administration  of  the  reserved  services  in  connection 
with  friendly  societies,  which  are  matters  distinct  from  national 
insurance. --July  8,  Coh.  1604-5. 

Vessels  Registered  at  Irish  Ports. 

MR.  ROBERT  THOMPSON  asked  the  Chief  Secretary,  if, 
having  regard  to  the  provisions  of  Clause  2,  Sub-Section  (7) 
of  the  Government  of  Ireland  Bill,  it  will  still  be  within  the 
province  of  the  Irish  Parliament  to  alter  the  Rules  and  Regu- 
lations then  existing  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  or  the  Home  Office 
as  regards  vessels  registered  at  ports  in  Ireland;  and,  ^if  so, 
will  the  Government  make  provision  in  the  Bill  securing  £he 
same  facilities  as  at  present  for  the  transfer  of  such  vessels  for 
registry  at  ports  in  England  or  Scotland,  so  as  to  enable  Irish- 
owned  ships  to  continue  trading  under  the  same  conditions  as 
those  registered  at  English  or  Scotch  ports  ? 

MR.  BIRRELL  :  The  matters  referred  to  bv  the  Hon.  Mem- 
ber will  not  be  within  the  province  of  the  Irish  Parliament. — 
July  9,  Col.  1846. 

Preservation  of  Order. 

MR.  DOUGLAS  HALL  asked  whether,  in  the  event  of  the 
Government  of  Ireland  Bill  becoming  law,  justices  of  the  peace 
or  other  peace  officers  in  Ireland  will  have  power  to  summon 
the  military  forces  of  the  Crown  in  Ireland  to  assist  in  pre- 
serving order  or  preventing  threatened  disturbance  of  the 
peace  ? 
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The  PRIME  MINISTER  :  The  justices  of  the  peace  and  other 
peace  officers  in  Ireland  will  retain  the  legal  powers  in  this 
matter  which  they  have  at  present. 

MR.  MOORE  :  Will  that  include  a  justice  of  the  peace  who 
at  present  refuses  to  attest  a  recruit  for  the  British  Army  in 
Ireland  ? 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  :  That  does  not  arise  out  of  my 
answer  at  all. — July  1,  Col.  748. 

MR.  AMERY  asked  whether,  under  the  Government  of  Ire- 
land Bill,  the  primary  duty  of  maintaining  order  in  Ireland, 
.outside  the  Dublin  Metropolitan  area,  will  be  cast  upon  the 
local  authorities  ? 

The  PRIME  MINISTER:  The  present  position,  as  regards  the 
•control  of  the  Koyal  Irish  Constabulary,  is  not  affected  by  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill  till  the  period  of  six  years  from  the 
appointed  day  has  expired,  after  which  date  the  matter  will 
rest  with  the  Irish  Parliament. — July  1,  Col.  748. 

MR.  HORNER  asked  whether,  in  the  event  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  Ireland  Bill  becoming  law,  the  Irish  Parliament  will 
have  power,  before  the  transfer  of  the  Royal  Irish  Constabu- 
lary to  the  Irish  Parliament,  to  repeal  the  Acts  of  Edward  III., 
William  IV.,  or  any  other  Statute  under  which  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  peace  is  now  enforced  in  Ireland  ? 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  :  It  will  be  in  the  power  of  the  Irish 
Parliament  to  repeal  any  Acts  of  Parliament  save  in  so  far  as 
they  relate  to  matters  excepted  from  its  legislative  powers.  The 
Hon.  Member  will  see  that  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  and 
the  management  and  control  of  that  force  is  so  excepted  by 
Clauses  2  and  5  of  the  Bill. — July  2,  Col.  949. 

Irish  Financial  Delegation. 

MAJOR  MORRISON-BELL  asked  the  Prime  Minister  how  many 
Members  it  is  estimated  will  be  summoned  under  Clause  26  (3) 
of  the  Government  of  Ireland  Bill  to  this  House  ? 

MR.  BIRRELL  :  It  is  impossible  to  form  an  estimate  of  the 
number  of  Members  to  be  summoned  from  Ireland  to  this  House 
in  the  events  referred  to  in  Clause  26  of  the  Bill,  as  the  number 
will  depend  on  the  relative  population  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  at  the  time. — July  11.  Col.  2062. 

Borrowing-  Powers. 

MR.  HORNER  asked  the  Prime  Minister  whether,  if  the 
Government  of  Ireland  Bill  becomes  law,  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment will  cease  thereupon  to  have  control  over  all  borrowing 
powers  of  Irish  local  authorities ;  whether  the  Irish  Parliament 
will  have  power  to  repeal  any  Clause  or  any  Statute  or  Order 
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which  now  limits  the  borrowing  powers  of  a  local  authority  in 
Ireland  ;  and  whether  the  Irish  Parliament  will  be  able  to  alter 
the  duties  and  powers  of  trustees  which  now  exist  in  relation 
to  investments  in  the  stocks  of  local  authorities  in  Ireland  ? 

The  PEIME  MINISTER:  The  control  over  the  borrowing 
powers  of  Irish  local  authorities  will  primarily  be  in  the  hands 
of  the  Irish  Parliament.  The  answer  to  the  second  paragraph 
of  the  question  is  in  the  affirmative.  The  Irish  Parliament  will 
not  be  able  to  alter  the  powers  of  trustees  generally  with 
respect  to  investments  in  stocks  of  Irish  local  authorities. — 
July  8,  Col.  1611. 

Death  Duties. 

SIR  JOHN  LONSDALE  asked  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether,  in  the  event  of  the  Government  of  Ireland  Bill  be- 
coming law,  the  Irish  Parliament  will  have  the  power  to  repeal 
Section  16  of  the  Finance  Act  of  1894  and  the  portions  of 
Section  61  of  the  Finance  Act  (1909-10)  Act,  1910,' relating  to 
the  payment  of  Estate  Duties  in  the  case  of  small  estates  where 
the  assets  do  not  exceed  £500  ? 

MR.  LLOYD  GEORGE  :  Under  Clause  15  of  the  Bill  (in  con- 
nection with  which  reference  should  be  made  to  Clause  25)  the 
Irish  Parliament  will  have  power  to  vary  (either  by  way  of 
addition,  reduction,  or  discontinuance)  any  Death  Duty  so  far 
as  respects  the  levy  of  that  duty  in  Ireland. — July  27,  Col.  621. 

Relief  of  Rates. 

CAPTAIN  CRAIG  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  if  he  will  indi- 
cate the  provision  in  the  Government  of  Ireland  Bill  which 
preserves  to  local  authorities  in  that  country  the  continued 
distribution,  on  the  basis  of  existing  statutory  sanctions,  of 
payments  from  the  Local  Taxation  Account  and  from  the 
Exchequer  in  relief  of  rates,  the  maintenance  of  pauper  luna- 
tics, salaries  of  medical  officers  of  workhouses  and  dispensaries, 
trained  nurses  in  workhouses,  etc.  ? 

MR.  BIRRELL  :  There  is  no  such  provision.  The  trans- 
ferred sum  will  include  the  amounts  which  under  the  existing 
law  are  paid  to  the  Local  Taxation  Account. — July  4, 
Cols.  1460-1. 

Irish  Church  Fund. 

MR.  HORNER  asked  -whether,  if  the  Government  of  Ireland 
Bill  becomes  law,  the  Irish  Parliament  will  have  power  to  deal 
with  the  surplus  of  the  Irish  Church  Fund,  which,  in  regard 
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to  the  grant  to  the   Department  of  Agriculture,   is   not  to  be 
revised  by  the  Treasury  till  the  year  1915  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IBELAND  (Mr.  Birrell) :  The 
answer  is  in  the  affirmative. — July  2,  Col.  949. 

Agricultural  Land  Values. 

MR.  AMERY  asked  the  Postmaster-General  whether,  in 'the 
event  of  the  Government  of  Ireland  Bill  having  passed  into 
law,  land  in  Ireland  will  still  be  liable  to  any  new  system 
of  taxation  of  agricultural  land  values  that  may  be  introduced 
by  Imperial  legislation ;  and  whether  Irish  farmers  will  be 
liable  to  pay  any  obligatory  minimum  wage  to  their  labourers 
that  might  likewise  be  provided  by  the  same  legislation  ? 

MR.  HERBERT  SAMUEL:  The  power  of  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment to  levy  taxes  in  Ireland  will  not  be  affected  by  the 
Government  of  Ireland  Bill,  The  degree  to  which  that  power 
should  be  exercised  must  necessarily  be  determined  by  the 
Imperial  Parliament  with  a  view  to  the  circumstances  of 
particular  cases.  Questions  of  wage  regulation  would  in 
ordinary  course  be  dealt  with,  if  at  all,  by  the  Irish  Parlia- 
ment, though  the  Imperial  Parliament  would  have  the  power 
to  intervene  should  it  think  it  necessary  to  do  so. — July  15. 
Col.  60. 

Compulsory  Irish. 

CAPTAIN  CRAIG  asked  what  Clause  in  the  Government  of 
Ireland  Bill  is  calculated  to  prevent  an  Irish  Parliament  from 
imposing  compulsory  Irish  upon  primary  and  secondary  State- 
supported  schools,  removing  teachers  not  qualified  to  impart 
instruction  in  Irish,  making  Irish  a  sine  qua  non  of  all  Civil 
Service  appointments,  and  thereby  denominationalising  the 
schools,  post  offices,  and  Civil  Service  of  Ireland  ? 

MR.  BERRELL:  The  statutory  safeguard  against  outrageous 
legislation  is  the  veto,  which  will  reside,  in  the  last  resort,  with 
the  Imperial  Executive  under  Clause  7  of  the  Bill. — July  2, 
Col.  950. 

Factory  Inspectors. 

MR.  M'MORDIE  asked  if,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that 
his  Majesty's  inspectors  of  factories  and  their  assistants  entered 
the  service  on  a  condition  that  they  should  serve  when  required 
in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  those  who  happen  to  be 
serving  in  Ireland  if  the  Government  of  Ireland  Bill  becomes 
law  will  be  transferred  to  the  Dublin  Government,  or  obliged 
to  return  on  the  terms  of  the  Act,  while  those  serving  in  other 
parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  who  entered  on  the  same 
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conditions  will  not  be  exposed  to  the  loss  and  injury  thereby 
involved  ? 

MR.  BIRRELL  :  The  question  whether  any  particular  in- 
spector or  assistant  inspector  of  factories  will  be  recalled  to 
England  or  kept  on  in  Ireland  will  be  a  matter  of  arrangement 
when  the  Bill  becomes  law.  Those  who  remain  in  Ireland  are 
fully  protected  by  the  Bill  against  loss  or  injury. 

MR.  MOORE:  Is  it  a  fact  that  an  Englishman  who  serves 
in  Ireland  will  be  forced  to  accept  the  conditions  of  the  Home 
Rule  Bill  or  retire,  but  the  Irishman  who  serves  in  England 
will  be  exempt  ? 

MR.  BIRRELL:  I  do  not  think  that  is  so. — July  4, 
Col.  1297. 

Transfer  of  Civil  Servants. 

MR.  WILLIAM  PEEL  asked  the  Prime  Minister  whether,  in 
the  event  of  the  Government  of  Ireland  Bill  becoming  law,  the 
existing  rights  of  transfer  and  exchange  will  be  retained  to 
those  Civil  servants  who  by  the  terms  and  conditions  of  their 
appointment  are  ordinarily  transferable;  and  whether  arrange- 
ments will  be  made  by  the  Civil  Commissioners  to  facilitate 
transfers  in  the  case  of  any  of  these  officers  who  may  desire  to 
transfer  from  the  Irish  to  the  Imperial  service. 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  :  The  position  of  existing  Civil  ser- 
vants on  the  passing  of  the  Bill  as  respects  transfer  and  ex- 
change will  be  the  same  as  it  is  now.  In  ordinary  cases,  a  Civil 
servant  has  no  rights  in  this  respect.  On  the  Bill  becoming 
law,  arrangements  will  be  made  for  any  transfers  and  exchanges 
which  may  seem  suitable  in  the  circumstances. — July  2, 
Col.  948-9. 

Civil  Servants  and  Irish. 

MR.  NEWMAN  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  the  number  of 
resideiits  in  Ireland,  as  given  in  the  last  Return,  unable  to 
speak  or  understand  English ;  and  whether  it  will  be  possible, 
uiHer  the  terms  of  the  Government  of  Ireland  Bill,  for  officials 
of  the  Irish  Civil  Service  to  be  penalised  or  dismissed  for  in- 
ability or  failure  to  make  themselves  expert  in  the  Gaelic  lan- 
guage if  so  required? 

MR.  BIRRELL:  According  to  the  Census  of  1901,  which  is 
the  latest  available  Return,  the  number  of  persons  of  all  ages 
returned  as  speaking  Irish  only  was  20,953.  The  power  of  dis- 
missing officials  will  be  vested  in  the  Irish  Government,  but  an 
official  dismissed,  otherwise  than  for  incapacity  or  misconduct, 
will  be  entitled  to  compensation  to  be  awarded  by  a  special 
Civil  Seivice  Committee  set  up  by  the  Bill. — July  3,  Col.  1274. 
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DOUGHTY     DEEDS. 


An  "Approved  Society"  and  the  Sunday  School 
Children. 


'  We  want  Ulstsrmen  to  join  hands  with  us  in 
consummating  such  a  union  of  Irishmen  of  every  creed 
and  class  as  will  last  until  the  end  of  time." — Mr. 
J.  Devlin,  M.P.,  President  of  Hibernians,  at  Clones,  June  29, 
1912. 

"  The  Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians  (Board  of  Erin)  Regis- 
tered Friendly  Society  has  formed,  a  separate  section  for  the 
purposes  of  Part  1  of  the  National  Insurance  Act.  This  sec- 
tion has  been  approved,  and  appears  in  the.  White  Paper 
(Cd.  6238)  recently  presented  to  Parliament." — Mr.  Master- 
man,  M.P.,  Hoi-se  of  Commons,  June  13,  1912. 


How  excited  and  happy  the  Sunday  School  children  are 
when  their  annual  treat  comes  round.  How  they  shout  and 
cheer. 

We  like  to  see  their  smiling  faces  and  recall  the  time  when 
wo  were  young.  We  wish  them  a  happy  day,  and  would  cry 
"  shame  "  6n  any  man  who  would  interfere  with  their  pleasure. 
But  Irish  Home  Rulers  are  made  of  sterner  stuff.  How 
they  deal  with  a  Sunday  School  treat  in  Ireland  is  given  in  the 
following  account  signed  by  the  teachers:  — 

"  I  am  a  teacher  in  Whitehouse  Presbyterian  Church 
Sabbath  School  and  on  Saturday,  29th  June,  accompanied 
the  children  on  their  annual  excursion  to  Castledawson, 
Co.  Derry.  A  Flute  Band  composed  of  youths  of  the 
neighbourhood  led  the  party  from  the  Church  to  Green- 
castle  Station,  and  from  Castledawson  Station  to  the  field 
where  they  were  to  engage  in  games,  etc.,  during  the  day. 
We  arrived  at  Castledawson  about  noon,  and,  the  weather 
being  fine,  the  children  enjoyed  very  much  indeed  the  day 
in  the  country. 

"  About  5.30  p.m.,  the  party  was  formed  up  to  march 
to  the  station,  a  distance  of  about  three-quarters  of  a  miler 
and  when  we  had  gone  about  half-way  we  saw  in  front 
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A    LARGE     PARTY     OF     HIBERNIANS, 

I  should  say  about  300,  marching  towards  us  with  bands 
and  flags.  The  Rev.  R.  Barron,  who  is  minister  of  the 
Church,  was  in  charge  of  our  party,  and,  in  order  to  facili- 
tate the  passage  of  the  Hibernians,  he  ordered  his  party 
to  keep  well  in  to  the  left.  This  we  did  and  the  two  pro- 
cessions met. 

"  Our  band  was  playing  sacred  music  at  the  time. 
Just  as  the  front  rank  came  abreast  of  our  Sabbath  School 
banner,  which  was  immediately  in  front  of  the  band,  a 
wild  rush  was  made  for  it  and 

A     UNION     JACK. 

by  some  members  of  the  Hibernian  party,  and  they  suc- 
ceeded in  taking  them,  and  when  we  sought  to  recover  them 
a  desperate  assault  was  made  upon  us  by  the  Hibernians 
with  pikes,  spear  staffs  and  wooden  bludgeons,  which  they 
had  in  their  possession. 

' '  We  had  to  defend  our  children  as  best  we  could  from 
the  savage,  onslaught.  Some  of  our  party  received  very 
.severe  injuries  from  stabs  and  slashes  from  the  pikes  and 
spears  shafts,  and  the  wonder  is  that  more  serious  damage 
was  not  done  amongst  the  children,  as 

NEITHER   AGE   NOR    SEX 

.seemed  to  be  taken  into  consideration  while  the  fight 
continued. 

"Great  credit  is  due  to  the  Castledawson  people  who 
-came  to  our  aid,  many  of  whom  also  received  severe  in- 
juries. The  police  numbered  about  five  men  and  were 
utterly  powerless  to  deal  with  the  situation.  They  came 
in  for  very  rough  usage  and,  after  about  half  an  hour, 
during  which  time  they  made  several  baton  charges,  they 
had  tc  retire  to  the  barracks  and  bring  out 

RIFLES    AND    BAYONETS. 

"  They  then  charged  with  bayonets  and  fired  several 
blank  shots,  and  the  mob  in  turn  pelted  them  with  bottles, 
stones  and  other  missiles.  About  half  an  hour  elapsed 
between  the  time  they  retired  to  the  barracks  and  re- 
appeared with  rifles  and  bayonets.  Feeling  amongst  re- 
spectable people  of  the  neighbourhood  ran  very  high  at 
such  dastardly  conduct,  and  we  all  felt  very  glad  when  we 
ultimately  reached  the  station  to  entrain  for  home. 

"  (Signed)  JAMES  PHERSON." 
The  following  were  eye-witnesses:  — 
(Signed) 

JOHN  MORRISON.  WILLIAM  E.  McCuLLOuGH. 

ARNOTT  WALLACE-LURVEY.  WILLIAM  HARPER. 

ROBERT  McCLAY.  WILLIAM  HAMILTON. 


August,  1912.]  IRISH    FACTS.  95 

We  supplement  the  above  account  with  the  following  letter 
from  the  Rev.  G.  E.  Thomas,  a  Welsh  Nonconformist  Minister,. 
of  Ogmore  Vale,  South  Wales,  who  writes:  — 

CLOUGHFERN  HOUSE, 

WHITEABBEY, 

4/7/12. 

SIR, — It  is  not  because  I  wish  to  become  known  to  the 
public,  nor  yet  to  take  part  in  any  political  controversy, 
that  I .  write  the  following  letter,  but  simply  to  make  a 
confession  which  I  am  convinced  would  be  made  by  thou- 
sands who  live  on  the  other  side  of  the  water  if  they  had 
been  in  the  position  in  which  I  Was  placed  on  Saturday  last. 

The  following  account  is  simply  a  statement  of  facts  :  — 

A  fortnight  ago  I  came  to  Whiteabbey  to  conduct  some 
special  Gospel  Services.  During  this  time  I  have  been 
privileged  to  stay  with  people  who  are  highly  esteemed 
among  Presbyterians,  although  I  do  not  belong  to  that 
particular  denomination.  On  Saturday,  29th  June,  the 
Whitehouse  Presbyterian  Sunday  School  went  for  their 
annual  outing,  and  I  was  invited  to  go  with  them.  The 
place  chosen  for  the  day  was  Castledawson,  Co.  Derry,  and 
we  left  Greencastle  station  at  10.30  a.m.,  reaching  our 
destination  about  12  noon.  About  400  went,  the  majority 
of  whom  were  children. 

The  weather  was  delightful,  and  everyone  seemed  to 
enjoy  themselves.  However,  this  state  of  things  did  not 
continue  until  we  reached  home  again,  for  something  quite 
unexpected  and  disgraceful  happened.  It  seems  the 
"  Hibernians  "  of  the  district  had  been  away  to  some  de- 
monstration, and  returned  by  rail  to  Castledawson  about 
5.30  p.m.  The  procession,  which  was  formed  immediately 
outside  the  station,  consisted  of  four  "  drum  and  fife  " 
bands  the  great  majority  of  whom  were  men.  In  fact,  I 
did  not  see  more  than  a  dozen  boys.  In  front  of  the  pro- 
cession was  carried 

A    LARGE    FLAG 

with  the  likeness  of  the  Pope  in  the  centre.  About  this 
time,  i.e.,  shortly  after  5-30,  the  Sunday  School  proceeded 
to  the  station  to  catch  their  train,  which  was  to  leave  about 
six  o'clock.  Unfortunately,  the  two  processions  met,  and 
as  soon  as  the  Hibernians  came  opposite  the  Union  Jack 
flag,  which  was  carried  by  one  of  the  scholars,  they  made- 
a  rush  for  it,  and  tore  it  off  the  pole.  This  was  but  the 
commencement  of  one  of 
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THE    UGLIEST     SIGHTS 

I  have  ever  witnessed,  for  these  men,  some  of  whom  were 
under  the  influence  of  drink,  behaved  more  like  wild  beasts 
than  men.  A  number  of  them  carried  spears,  and  used 
them  freely,  striking  and  injuring  men,  women,  and 
children. 

Some  of  the  men,  who  were  fathers,  were  badly  cut  and 
bruised  whilst  saving  their  children,  whilst  not  a  few  of  the 
younger  men  had  their  faces  cut  and  their  clothes  torn. 

One  man  I  saw  had  a  spear  right  through  his  hand, 
and  was  also  stabbed  on  the  shoulder  and  his  body,  but 
not  so  badly  as  on  the  hand,  being  saved  by  his  clothes. 
Besides  this  the  banners  and  flags  were  torn  from  the  poles 
and  trampled  upon,  and 

THE  POOR,  HELPLESS  CHILDREN 

scattered  in  all  directions.  Some  of  the  children  did  not 
reach  the  station  until  seven  o'clock,  although  the  train 
should  have  started  the  homeward  journey  at  six  o'clock. 
Many  of  the  mothers  were  almost  frantic,  not  knowing 
what  had  become  of  their  children,  but,  thanks  to  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Barren  and  Mrs.  Barron,  who  worked  so  diligently, 
they  were  all  found  and  brought  safely  to  the  station.  The 
attack  on  the  Sunday  School  was  made  near  the  police 
station.  This  was  fortunate  for  the  children,  because  had 
it  not  been  for  the  good  behaviour  of  the  police  and  the  help 
of  some  civilians  it  seemed  that  some  must  have  lost  their 
lives. 

It  was  easy  to  distinguish  between  the  two  parties,  as 
the  Hibernians  all  wore  green  hats.  The  two  parties  were 
now  separated,  but  this  did  not  end  the  trouble,  for  showers 
of  stones  were  being  hurled,  and  of  those  who  received 
blows  by  the  stones 

THE   LITTLE   GIRL 

where  I  am  staying  was  one-  After  this  I  heard  some 
shots  fired,  but  I  do  not  know  who  fired  them.  I  may  say 
that  hitherto  I  have  not  given  much  serious  thought  to 
the  question  of  "  Home  Rule,"  but  who  with  eyes  to  see 
can  fail  to  see  what  it  will  mean  if  it  does  come  when  things 
like  this  happen  in  Protestant  Ulster  ?  I  have  been 
brought  up 

A    STRICT    NONCONFORMIST. 

in  South  Wales,  and  that  of  course  means  to  support  the 

Liberal  Party,  but  after  this  I  shall  not  feel  free  to  support 

them,  at  least  on  the  question  of  Home  Rule  for  Ireland. 

I  do  not  claim  for  myself  to  be  thoroughly  versed  in 
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politics,  because  my  calling  necessitates  nearly  the  whole- 
of  my  time  being  given  up  to  it;  besides,  there  is  a  vast 
difference  between  "  things  as  they  are  "  in  Ireland  and 
things  as  they  are  represented  in  the  English  and  Welsh 
Radical  Press,  and  that  is  all  I  have  been  accustomed  to 
read.  This  accounts  for  my  ignorance,  and  I  say  without 
fear  of  contradiction  that  this  is  the  way  to  account  for 
thousands  of  Protestants  in  England  and  Wales  supporting 
the  Government  who  are  trying  to  force  ' '  Home  Rule  ' '  on 
a  people  who  are  seeking  to  perpetuate  a  state  of  things 
which  has  been 

PURCHASED    BY    BLOOD. 

I  write  as  a  Christian,  and  as  one  who  knows  in  some 
little  measure  the  joy  of  being  allowed  the  Word  of  God  to 
influence  my  life.  Some  may  ask  what  this  has  to  do  with 
the  question;  my  answer  is  that  it  has  very  much  indeed 
to  do  with  it,  because  I  cannot  conceive  of  any  man  (ex- 
cept those  blinded  by  superstition  and  ignorance)  descend- 
ing to  such  depths  as  to  be  one  of  a  mob  who  could  attack 
a  lot  of  Sunday  School  children,  and  this  to  my  mind  is  the 
fruit  of  allowing  other  men  to  read  and  think  for  them. 

I  felt  constrained  to  write  to 

MR.   LLOYD   GEORGE, 

telling  him  what  I  witnessed,  because  I  feel  sure  that  even 
men  who  are  leaders  do  not  know  all  they  should  of  the- 
state  of  things  that  exists  here  in  Ireland.  Again  let  me 
say  I  am  convinced  that  the  great  majority  of  those  who  are 
at  present  supporting  the  Government  are  ignorant  of 
things  as  they  are  in  Ireland. 

Yours,  etc-, 
(Signed)   G.    E.   THOMAS. 

Ogmore  Vale, 
^South  Wales. 


Presbyterians  and  the  Outrage. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Belfast  Presbytery,  held  on  July  4, 
1912,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Montgomery  submitted  the  following- 
resolution  : — 

"  The  attention  of  the  Presbytery  having  been  called' 
to  the  unprovoked  and  savage  attack  made  at  Castledaw- 
son  on  Saturday  last  by  the  members  of  a  large  procession 
of  the  Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians  on  the  Whitehouse 
Presbyterian  Sabbath-school  excursion  party,  consisting 
for  the  most  part  of  defenceless  women  and  children,  de- 
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sires  to  express  its  sympathy  with  the  victims  of  this  out- 
rage and  with  the  Rev.  Robert  Barron  and  the  members 

O 

of  his  congregation,  and  requests  the  Government  to  take 
steps  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  such  wanton  interference 
with  the  rights  and  liberties  of  our  people,  and  that  copies 
of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  and  the  Rev. 
Robert  Barron." 

The  resolution  moved  by  the  Moderator  of  the  General 
Assembly  was  then  passed  unanimously . 

Rev.  Robert  Barron,  who  was  most  enthusiastically  re- 
ceived, thanked  the  Presbytery  for  their  expression  of  sym- 
pathy. He  said  their  excursion  party  consisted  of  perhaps  an 
unusually  large  number  of  very  small  children.  According  to 
their  custom,  they  chose  a  quiet  country-place.  They  had  been 
at  Castledawson  a  great  many  times,  and  they  had  always  been 
received  with  kindness.,  so  that  they  went  there  on  Saturday 
without  the  slightest  fear  or  misgiving.  He  did  not  know  of 
the  Hibernian  procession  until  they  met  them  on  the  road,  as 
they  were  returning  home  in  the  evening.  The'police  had  never 
informed  him  of  their  presence.  He  was  taken  entirely  by  sur- 
prise. He  might  say  the  Hibernian  procession  did  not  belong 
to  Castledawson,  but  to  a  district  some  four  or  five  miles  in  the 
country.  The  Sabbath-school  procession  had  no  party  emblems. 
They  had  little  flags  with  such  words  upon  them  as  "  God  is 
love,"  "  God  is  our  refuge-"  There  was  a  small  Union  Jack 
carried  in  front  of  the  procession.  This  was  torn  off  the  staff. 
There  were  some  six  police,  who  were  lost  in  the  fight — they 
were  mixed  up  in  the  scuffle — they  were  really  of  no  use  what- 
soever. The  children  were  rescued  by  the  kindly  people  of 
Castledawson,  who  came  running  from  their  houses,  and  acted 
heroically.  He  and  his  people  were  full  of  gratitude  to  the 
Castledawson  people  for  the  spirit,  the  sympathy,  the  kind- 
ness, and  the  friendliness  they  showed  to  the  children.  He  had 
the  feeling  that  the  Hibernians  were  rather  glad  to  get  away 
at  the  last.  The  Castledawson  people  were  still  gathering. 
More  than  an  hour  was  occupied  in  gathering  their  children  up. 
He  was  desirous  that  they  should  come  out  of  the  matter  in  a 
Christian  spirit.  He  had  spoken  to  his  people  on  Sabbath  ask- 
ing them  to  try  and  forget  it,  and  on  no  account  to  show  any 
ill-feeling  towards  their  Roman  Catholic  neighbours  in  White- 
house.  That  was  his  spirit.  He  was  not  in  any  way  soured  or 
embittered.  He  was  so  full  of  gratitude  that  he  had  no  other 
feeling.  They  had  had  such  a  marvellous  escape.  A  number 
of  their  men  had  been  hurt,  but  thfe  children  mostly  had 
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escaped.  He  had  been  overwhelmed  with  expressions  of  sym- 
pathy, and  he  would  like  to  say  to  their  many  friends  in  Bel- 
fast that  he  would  not  like  that  in  any  case  it  would  take  the 
form  of  reprisals  on  Roman  Catholics.  They  did  not  want  that. 
The  Duke  of  Abercorn,  politicians  and  people,  ministers  of 
other  denominations,  and  everybody  had  been  showing  such 
sympathy  that  he  felt  the  hand  of  God  had  been  in  it.  He 
concluded  by  again  thanking  the  Presbytery  for  its  kind  ex- 
pression of  sympathy. 

Rev.  John  Gailey  inquired  from  Mr.  Barron  if  he  had  got 
any  expression  of  sympathy  from  Nationalist  politicians  or 
Roman  Cathclic  priests. 

Rev.  R.  Barron:  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  have  not  received 
any  yet. —  The  Witness,  July  5,  1912. 

Cardinal  Log-ue  and  the  A.  0.  H. 

In  connection  with  this  outrage,  it  is  fitting  to  recall  to 
mind  what  Cardinal  Logue  said  of  this  "  approved  society  "  in 
an  address  at  Carrickmore: — 

"  It  saddened  him  to  find,  as  often  happens  in  good 
Catholic  parishes,  the  devil  had  introduced  a  scheme  to 
draw  the  people  away  from  their  religion.  The  instrument 
employed  in  the  parish  was  the  Ancient  Order  of 
Hibernians. 

"  The  Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians,  whatever  they 
may  be  in  other  places,  had  in  this  parish  and  in  some 
other  parishes  become  a  pest,  a  cruel  tyranny,  and  an 
organised  system  of  blackguardism.  It  had  been  stated 
that  in  his  Lenten  Pastoral  he  had  said  hard  things  of  the 
A.  0.  H.  Then  he  was  not  quite  certain  of  the  correctness 
of  his  information,  but  now  he  was  certain  that  in  the 
A.  O.  H.  halls  drinking  and  dancing  till  the  small  hours  of 
the  morning  were  carried  on.  Not  alone  this,  but  in 
Carrickmore  and  in  some  other  parishes  the  members  of 
the  A.  O.  H.,  not  content  with  being  Hibernians  them- 
selves, endeavoured  to  compel  others  to  join  the  order  by 
means  of  boycotting,  threatening,  interfering  with  persons 
buying  and  selling  and  with  tradesmen  carrying  on  their 
trade,  and  still  more  by  waylaying  and  beating  persons 
who  did  not  join  their  Society. 

' '  This  state  of  things  he  could  not  tolerate,  but  would 
be  obliged  to  take  sterner  measures,  and  if  the  remedy 
which  he  was  now  about  to  apply  did  not  bring  these 
practices  to  an  end,  he  would,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties 
as  Bishop,  excommunicate  the  Hibernians  throughout  his 
diocese. 
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"  Some  time  ago  the  rules  of  the  Society  had  been 
submitted  to  the  Bishops  of  Ireland  at  their  general  meet- 
ing. There  was  nothing  in  the  rules  to  which  anyone 
could  object.  That,  indeed,  was  one  of  the  greatest 
dangers  of  the  Society,  because  the  members  boasted  that 
the^  were  all  good  Catholics,  and  they  boycotted, 
threatened,  waylaid,  and  beat  their  neighbours  for  the 
honour  of  religion.  The  Bishops,  however,  had  not  given 
any  approbation  to  the  A.  O.  H.,  but  merely  tolerated 
the  Society  in  order  to  see  how  it  might  turn  out.  It  was 
feared  that  it  might  be  merely  a  revival  of  the  old  Rib- 
bonmen  or  "  Molly  Maguires,"  whose  principal  object  had 
been  waylaying  and  beating. 

"  His  Eminence  then  concluded  by  saying  that  in 
future  he  would  strictly  forbid  all  priests  to  give  absolu- 
tion to  anyone  who,  by  boycotting,  by  threatening,  by 
waylaying,  or  by  any  other  means,  should  try  to  compel 
any  person  to  join  the  Society." — Irish  Independent, 
May  14,  1909. 
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THE     HOME      RULE     BILL. 


Summary  of  Committee  Stage. 


The  Committee  stage  of  the  Home  Rule  Bill  was  entered  upon  on 
June  llth.  A  record  of  the  amendments  moved  and  a  summary  of  the 
discussion  to  June  19th  was  published  in  the  July  issue  of  IRISH  FACTS. 
In  the  following  pages  the  summary  of  the  Committee  stage  is  continued 
to  July  3. 

FIFTH  DAY  (JULY  1.) 

(Resumed  Debate  on  Omission  of  Sub-section  2  of  Clause  1.) 
MR.  LONG  said  the  Solicitor-General  complained  of  the  action  of  the 
Unionists  in  now  moving  to  omit  words  which  were  inserted  in  the 
Bill  of  1893  at  their  request.  '  At  that  time  the  amendment  was  sup- 
ported merely  on  the  understanding  that  the  principle  affirmed  was  to 
Toe  carried  out  in  subsequent  amendments,  but  such  were  never  inserted. 
If  the  Bill  remained  as  at  present,  collision  between  the  two  Parliaments 
was  unavoidable.  What  did  supremacy  mean — legislation  or  administra- 
tion ?  The  words  of  Sub-section  2  were  worthless  for  an  effective  supre 
macy,  and  were  a  sham  and  a  fraud.  Nationalists  had  frequently  declared 
that  the  new  Parliament  must  be  free  of  interference  and  control.  If 
injustice  should  be  inflicted  on  the  minority,  the  Sub-section  gave  no 
power  of  interference  on  their  behalf.  There  was  no  Imperial  supremacy 
over  self-governing  Colonies  except  in  name.  The  Government  had 
evidently  confused  Dominion  with  Provincial  Parliaments,  and  the  present 
Bill  had  no  definite  resemblance  to  any  form  of  Colonial  Legislature. 
The  words  in  th>3  Bill  with  regard  to  supremacy  were  misleading  and  a 
fham,  and  the  Government  had  not  tried  to  show  how  the  supremacy 
could  be  maintained. 

MR.  MAOMASTER  pointed  out  that  in  Canada,  South  Africa,  and 
Australia  there  were  no  two  parties  with,  regard  to  the  establishment  of 
confederation,  but  in  Ireland  there  was  an  old-established  and  irrecon- 
cilable disagreement.  Legislation  in  the  Colonies  was  absolutely  inde- 
pendent, and  no  Colonial  Government  would  ever  refer  legislation  to  the 
Imperial  Government.  When  power  was  given  to  Ireland  to  legislate,  in 
course  of  time  any  right  of  interference  would  be  denied. 

MR.  ASQTTITH  said  ths  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  from  the  Bill 
were  inserted  in  the  Bill  of  1893  as  a  safeguard,  and  at  the  request  of 
the  Unionists.  He  did  not  think  the  words  necessary,  because  it  was 
not  possible  for  the  Imperial  Parliament  to  part  with  its  authority  over 
any  part  of  His  Majesty's  Dominions.  With  regard  to  the  Colonial 
analogy,  the  Government  had  departed  from  precedent  because  they 
were  "  dealing  with  a  state  of  facts  which,  historically,  economically, 
and  politically,  have  no  parallel  in  any  other  part  of  the  Empire."  He 
believed  in  the  ''  necessity  for  asserting  effectively  and  in  practice  the 
supremacy  of  the  Imperial  Parliament  in  circumstances  which  will 
rarely,  if  ever,  arise."  If  a  grandmotherly  supervision  over  the 
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Irish  Legislature  and  Executive  was  intended,  he  should  not  be  in 
favour  of  Home  Rule,  which  was  now  proposed  in  the  belief  that  the 
Irish  Parliament  could  manage  their  affairs  without  outside  interference. 
At  the  same  time  he  was  sure  the  Imperial  Parliament  would  not  hesi- 
tate to  exercise  supreme  authority  if  necessity  arose,  and  that  authority 
could  be  exercised  under  Clause  41.  There  was  no  court  of  law  in 
His  Majesty's  Dominions  which  would  not  uphold  the  supreme  authority 
-of  the  Imperial  Parliament,  and  in  any  case,  even  civil  war,  the  decisions 
of  the  court  of  law  would  be  respected.  By  this  means  the  provisions 
of  the  Sub-section,  amplified  by  Clause  41,  gave  "the  most  complete 
security  anybody  oould  desire "  for  the  supremacy.  Although  the 
.omission  of  the  Sub-section  would  not  in  his  opinion  impair  the  supremacy, 
he  was  in  favour  of  its  retention. 

MR.  A.  J.  BALFOTTR  said  the  Government  had  proposed  a  Sub-section 
in  which  they  did  not  believe,  but  held  it  up  as  a  safeguard  to  every 
threatened  interest.  The  Opposition  regarded  it  as  a  sham  which  raised 
false  hopes.  With  regard  to  the  doctrine  that  the  Imperial  Parliament 
could  get  rid  of  ite  supreme  authority,  such  powers  were  actually  re- 
nounced by  Statute  in  favour  of  Grattan's  Parliament.  The  question 
was  whether  British  supremacy  could  do  anything.  Even  if,  as  the 
Prime  Minister  stated,  the  law  courts  upheld  Imperial  supremacy,  it 
would  only  leave  the  matter  where  it  was.  Why  were  not  the  words 
of  the  Sub-section  included  in  the  South  African  Act  establishing  our 
most  recent  new  Parliament  ?  Suppose  trouble  arose  with  the  Colony 
with  regard  to  supremacy,  they  could  say  "  if  supremacy  existed  without 
enactment  why  did  you  put  it  in  the  Irish  Act  and  not  in  the  South 
Africa  Act?"  As  a  safeguard  the  Sub-section  was  worthless,  and  pro- 
bably only  inserted  to  delude  anxious  Nonconformists.  All  the  Sub- 
section did,  according  to  the  Prime  Minister,  was  to  make  doubly  certain 
that  the  British  Parliament  had  a  legal  supremacy.  This  no  one  doubted, 
but  no  well-informed  politician  believed  it  was  ever  intended  it  should 
be  used,  and  it  was  therefore  an  unnecessary  sham. 

LORD  HUGH  CECIL  asked  which  they  were  setting  up — a.  National  or 
a  Provincial  Parliament  ?  If  the  former,  it  could  never  be  restrained 
by  actions  in  law  courts.  Mr.  Redmond  had  claimed  nationality,  and 
Mr.  Asquith  and  Sir  J.  Simon  also  said  they  were  creating  a  National 
Parliament.  From  this  point  of  view  the  Sub-section  was  useless,  and 
the  only  thing  that  would  be  of  any  use  would  be  a  solemn  declaration 
by  the  Irish  Leaders  as  well  as  the  Government  that  the  Bill  did  not, 
in  the  true  sense  of  the  term,  set  up  a  National  Parliament. 

MR.  RONALD  MACNEILL  pointed  out  that  in  this  debate  on  the  question 
of  supremacy  the  Nationalist  Members  had  expressed  no  opinion. 

Amendment  rejected  276  to  192.     Columns  769-798. 

Amendment  Cl.  1.  Sub-section  2  after  the  word  "  Act  " 
insert  "  the  Irish  Parliament  shall  be  subordinate  to  the 
Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  " 

MR.  CLAVELL  SALTER  moved  the  amendment  in  order  that  the  subordi 
nate  character  of  the  Irish  Parliament  should  be  stated  in  the  plainest 
and  most  straightforward  language.  British  Liberals  had  been  told 
there  must  be  a  real  subordination,  and  the  Irish  Nationalists  have  been 
told  subordination  would  be  a  matter  of  form.  The  amendment  would 
test  the  matter. 

SIR  J.  SIMON  said  no  doubt  subordination  was  the  reverse  of  supre- 
macy. The  Clause  stated  that  the  Imperial  Parliament  was  supreme, 
•and  the  amendment  said  the  same  thing. 
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SIR  GILBERT  PARKER  said  "  supreme  "  represented  the  indefeasible  and 
acknowledged  authority  of  the  Imperial  over  all  other  Parliament*  of 
the  Empire;  but  "subordinate"  meant  the  position  a  local  legislature 
held  to  a  Central  Federal  or  Union  Government. 

MR.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  said  it  appeared  there  were  other  kinds  of  sub- 
ordination than  the  one  correlative  to  supremacy.  The  supremacy  might 
be  amply  stated  in  legal  language,  but  such  language  was  imperfect.  In 
these  debates  two  different  types  of  relationships  between  Parliaments 
had  been  discussed,  that  between  the  provinces  of  Canada  and  the 
Central  Government  and  that  between  the  Parliament  of  Canada  and 
the  Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom.  These  were  totally  different, 
and  the  Clause  should  contain  words  which  indicated  what  was  intended. 

MB.  BIRRELL  said  anybody  could  understand  the  supremacy  of  the 
Imperial  Parliament ;  the  Government  always  thought  it  intended  sub- 
ordination', and  conveyed  that  the  Imperial  Parliament  was  supreme  in 
authority  over  all  things.  The  position  of  Ireland  made  it  necessary 
that  any  Parliament  or  authority  there  should  be  under  this  power  and 
authority  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

SIR  E.  CARSON  said  the  complaint  was  that  the  Clause  made  our 
relations  to  the  new  Irish  Parliament  the  same  as  to  the  Parliament  of 
Canada.  It  would  be  impossible  to  enforce  an  Act  of  the  Imperial  Par- 
liament upon  Canada.  The  object  of  the  amendment  was  to  draw  a 
distinction  between  the  relations  between  this  Parliament  and  the  Irish 
Parliament  and  the  relations  with  any  of  the  other  Parliaments. 

MR.,  JOHN  REDMOND  stated  the  position  of  the  Irish  Nationalist  Party. 
Until  1873  the  demand  was  for  the  simple  repeal  of  the  Union ;  then 
Isaac  Butt  inaugurated  the  Home  Rule  movement,  which  asked  for  a  sub- 
ordinate Parliament,  "  a  Parliament  which  would  be  subject  to  the  supre- 
macy of  this  Parliament  and  would  in  no  sense  revive  the  independence 
of  Grattan's  Parliament.  From  that  day  to  this  every  responsible  leader 
of  the  Irish  National  Party  has  maintained  the  same  attitude."  His 
view  of  the  working  of  supremacy  was  "that  you  are  trusting  the  Irish 
people  to  manage  their  own  affairs,  but  that  you  are  reserving  to  your- 
self the  power,  if  they  misuse  their  powers,  if  they  abuse  the  rights 
that  you  have  given  to  them,  at  any  moment  to  -stretch  out  the  hand 
of  supremacy  and  curb  them."  He  disputed  the  proposition  that  supre- 
macy could  not  be  exercised  in  the  case  of  the  Colonies.  If  Canada 
interfered  with  the  Catholic  religion  the  Imperial  Parliament  would  have 
the  power  to  intervene,  and  would  intervene.  If  a  similar  thing  occurred 
in  Ireland  intervention  would  take  place,  but  in  ordinary  affairs  it  would 
be  madness  for  Parliament  to  assert  its  supremacy  by  interfering.  The 
Opposition  had  votsd  against  the  Sub-section  asserting  supremacy  because 
they  thought  it  unnecessary,  and  now  they  wished  to  assert  the  sub- 
ordinate position  of  the  Irish  Parliament. 

MR.  BONAR  LAW  pointed  out  that  it  was  not  desired  to  insert  "  supre- 
macy "  in  the  Bill  because  it  would  bs-  abused  and  was  a  sham.  Mr. 
Redmond  did  not  object  to  "supremacy,"  but  when  the  Opposition  wished 
to  insert  "subordinate  "  for  a  definite  purpose  his  refusal  was  proof  of 
the  real  difference  between  the  two  words.  Mr.  Redmond  stated  his 
attitude  was  the  same  as  in  the  days  of  Butt;  but  on  December  15th, 
1909,  he  said,  "  We  have  before  us  to-day  the  best  chance  Ireland  has 
ever  had  for  the  last  century  of  tearing  and  trampling  under  foot  that 
infamous  Act  of  Union."  What  the  Opposition  wanted  was  a  real 
guarantee  of  subordination.  Mr.  Redmond  said  that  if  the  Canadian 
Parliament  did  something  particularly  unjust  the  Imperial  Parliament 
would  interfere.  If  such  interference  were  attempted,  it  would  be  resented 
by  Canada  and  all  self-governing  Colonies.  When  the  Government  tried 
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recently  to  put  pressure  on  Natal  the  Government  were  forced  to  climb- 
down,  not  only  by  the  hostility  of  Natal,  but  the  clearly-expressed 
hostility  of  our  self-governing  Dominions. 

MB.  H.  SAMUEL  (Postmaster-General)  said  Clause  41  of  the  Bill  amply 
provided  for  the  subordination  of  the  Irish  Parliament. 

SJB  E.  FINLAY  said  there  was  no  inconsistency  in  objecting  to  the  word 
"  supremacy "  and  desiring  the  word  "subordinate."  The  Opposition 
voted  against  the  first  because  it  was  a  sham,  and  the  Government  voted 
for  it,  also  because  it  was  a  sham.  It  was  only  intended  for  platform 
use.  The  word  "subordinate"  conveyed  something  clear  and  definite. 
Both  Mr.  Birrell  and  Mr.  Redmond  agreed  it  was  to  be  a  subordinate 
Parliament ;  then  why  not  put  it  in  the  Act  ?  Their  speeches  would  be 
repudiated,  but  if  the  word  was  in  the  Act  it  would  be  on  record. 

Amendment  rejected  285  to  215.     Columns  804-834. 

SIXTH   DAY   (JULY  2ND). 

Amendment  Cl.   1,  s.s.  2  after  word   "authority"      omit 
"  of  "   and   insert   "  which   now   resides  in." 

MB.  JAMES  MASON  moved  the  amendment  in  order  that  the  supreme 
power  and  authority,  which  at  present  existed  over  Ireland,  should  be 
retained  and  should  not  be  affected  by  future  circumstances  which  might 
be  outside  the  scope  of  the  Bill. 

SIB  J.  SIMON  said  Parliament  could  not  provide  for  possible  develop- 
ments caused  by  future  Acts.  A  similar  point  would  be  raised  by  the 
next  amendment. 

Amendment  withdrawn.     Columns  977-983. 

Amendment  Cl.  1,  s.s.  2  after  "  Kingdom  "  insert  "  in- 
cluding its  power  to  repeal  or  amend  all  or  any  of  the  provisions 
of  this  Act." 

Ma.  CASSEL  moved  the  amendment  so  that  the  Bill  might  not  be  re- 
garded ia  the  nature  of  a  Treaty,  and  that  it  might  be  clearly  expressed 
that  the  Imperial  Parliament^  had  power  in  certain  contingencies  to 
repeal  or  amend  the  Act.  It  was  essential  to  guard  against  being  told 
that  they  had  entered  into  a  treaty,  and  that  they  were  committing  a 
breach  of  faith,  if  it  became  necessary  to  vary  any  arrangement.  * 

SIB  J.  SIMON  argued  that  the  Acts  of  Union,  both  for  Ireland  and 
Scotland  involved  a  treaty,  and  recited  the  articles  of  a  treaty,  but  the 
present  Bill  could  not  be  so  regarded. 

SIB  E.  CARSON  said  with  regard  to  the  Sub-section,  he  had  pointed  out 
it  was  most  doubtful  legal  procedure  to  put  in  a  declaration  of  the  exist- 
ing law,  which  nobody  questioned.  The  Government  insisted  on  retain- 
ing this  Sub-ssction,  which  was  unnecessary,  and  now  objected  to  the 
amendment  because  what  it  stated  was  already  the  law.  The  amendment 
made  clear  the  rights  of  the  House  with  regard  to  amending  the  new 
Irish  Constitution. 

Amendment  rejected  309  to  221.     Column.?  983-1004. 

Amendment   Cl.    1,    s.s.    2   omit    "  within    His    Majesty's 
Dominions"  and  insert  "  in  Ireland  and  every  part  thereof." 

MR.  CASSKfi,  in  moving  the  amendment,  sa.id  the  Bill  dealt  only  with 
Ireland,  and  it  was  therefore  unnecessary  in  the  declaration  contained  in 
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Sub-section  2  to  travel  outside  Ireland.  In  construing  Acts  which  gave 
Legislatures  to  self-governing  Colonies,  the  declaration  in  the  Home  Rule 
Bill  would  have  to  be  considered,  because  it  declared  that  the  Imperial 
Parliament  should  be  supreme  in  all  parts  of  His  Majesty's  Dominions. 
Had  the  other  Dominions  been  consulted  with  reference  to  the  Clause? 
The  Bill  of  1893  contained  no  reference  to  the  Dominions.  The  words 
were  entirely  outside  the  scope  of  the  Bill. 

MR.  ASQUITH  said  he  was  convinced  of  the  wisdom  and  propriety  of 
the  amendment. 

Amendment  accepted.     Columns  1009-1013. 

Amendment  Cl.  1,  s.s.  2  to  add  "  and  without  the  ex- 
pressed consent  of  that  Parliament  every  Act  of  the  Irish 
Parliament  shall  be  null  and  void." 

MB.  MILDMAY,  in  moving  the  amendment,  accused  the  Government/  of 
being  two-faced  with  regard  to  the  supremacy.  They  assured  their  sup- 
porters it  was  an  effective  right  of  veto,  and  also  assured  the  Nationalists 
that  it  would  never  be  exercised.  The  Opposition  had  a  right  to  ask 
whether  the  Government  intended  the  Irish  Parliament  to  be  as  free 
of  .the  effective  control  of  the  Imperial  Parliament  as  Colonial  Parlia- 
ments were.  Mr.  Redmond,  on  the  previous  night,  stated  he  recognised 
the  new  Parliament  was  to  be  "subordinate";  he  objected  to  the  word 
being  inserted  in  the  Bill.  Oil  February  14th,  1893,  he  said :  "  If  there 
is  to  be  anything  like  supremacy,  it  will  only  be  tolerated  by  us  as  long 
as  it  is  dormant."  Colonial  experience  showed  that  if  supremacy  was 
not  to  be  a  farce  words  such  as  those  of  the  amendment  must  be  in- 
serted. It  was  absolutely  necessary  to  put  plainly  in  the  Bill  how  the 
Irish  Parliament  was  to  be  controlled. 

MR,  BIRRELL  regarded  as  preposterous  the  proposal  that  all  Acts  of 
the  Irish  Parliament  should  be  null  and  void  without  the  consent  of  fhe 
Imperial  Parliament. 

MR.  LONG  said  the  Government  had  never  yet  stated  how  the  supre- 
macy was  to  be  enforced,  and  the  amendment  contained  the  only  pro- 
posal that  had  been  made  on  that  subject.  The  method  was  obviously 
too  cumbersome,  but  the  Chief  Secretary  had  not  offered  any  suggestion 
as  to  how  the  difficulty  was  to  bs  met,  and  was  not  treating  the  House 
fairly. 

Amendment   negatived.      Columns    1013-1022. 

Question  put  "  That  the  Clause,  as  amended,  stand  part 
of  the  Bill." 

MR.  J.  H.  CAMPBELL  said  the  Government  and  the  Nationalist  Members 
had  expressed  their  readiness  to  comply  with  suggestions  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  minority.  The  guarantee  that  would  have  been  most  re- 
assuring would  be  a  declaration  in  the  Bill  that  the  Irish  Parliament 
was  a  subordinate  Parliament.  This  was  not  only  refused,  but  no  defi- 
nition had  been  given  of  the  scope,  power,  and  authority  of  the  new 
Parliament.  The  Government  stated  they  intended  the  supremacy  to  be 
real,  but  after  three  days'  debate  the  Opposition  failed  to  elicit  how 
the  supremacy  could  or  would  be  asserted.  Another  important  matter 
discussed  under  Clause  1  was  the  proposal  for  the  separate  treatment 
of  Ulster.  Mr.  Churchill  and  Sir  Edward  Grey  had  stated  that  the 
Government  had  an  open  mind  on  the  question  of  Ulster,  but  yet 
neither  had  been  present  during  the  discussion  of  the  mattsr,  but  Mr. 
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Lloyd  George  said  before  the  Bill  assumed  its  present  shape  it  had  be:n 
decided  separate  treatment  for  Ulster  was  impossible.  Explanation  had 
been  asked  for,  but  none  given.  Many  assurances  had  been  given  that 
guarantees  or  security  would  be  given  to  Ulster,  but  all  Ulster  asked 
was  to  be  left  alone,  and  that  was  refused.  If  a  measure  was  to  be 
forced  upon  Ulster  which  it  was  known  would  be  fatal  to  the  peace  and 
prosperity  of  Ireland,  then  every  attempt  to  thwart  the  scheme  would 
be  welcomed.  The  solution  offered  to  Ulster  had  been  to  throw  in  their 
lot  with  Scotland'  or  transfer  themselves  to  England ;  that  they  should 
trust  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  who  would  never  allow  intolerance. 
But  intolerance  had  been  practised  with  impunity  for  five  years.  The 
result  of  the  operation  of  the  Bill  would  not  be  found  in  acts  of 
violence,  but  by  exclusion  from  any  share  in  the  management  of  affairs. 

SIR  JOHN  LONSDALE  pointed  out  that  the  defeat  of  the  amendment 
for  the  exclusion  of  Ulster  was  carried  solely  by  Nationalist  votes.  The 
Government  had  two  alternatives  in  dealing  with  Ulster,  exclusion  or 
coercion.  Having  refused  exclusion,  a  direct  challenge  was  sent  to  Ulst?'- 
which,  if  persisted  in,  must  result  in  civil  war. 

MB.  ASQUITH  said  the  supremacy  of  the  Imperial  Parliament  was 
secured  by  Sub-section  2,  "  I  think  unnecessarily,"  and  Clause  41  dis- 
tinctly limited  the  powers  of  the  Irish  Parliament. 

MB.  BIRRELL  said  the  sub-section  with  regard  to  supremacy  was  quite 
unnecessary,  but  had  been  included  as  evidence  of  good  faith.  W'fh 
regard  to  Ulster,  the  Nationalist  Members  were  all  against  exclusion. 
Sir  E.  Grey  had  deprecated  that  civil  •war  should  be  considered  as  a 
solution  of  the  Ulster  difficulty,  and  said  some  other  solution  must  be 
found.  He  agreed.  The  Bill  would  set  up  an  Irish  Parliament  for  purely 
local  affairs.  The  fears  of  Ulster  would  not  be  realised,  and  they  would 
find,  though  they  disliked  the  new  constitution,  that  it  preserved  their 
civil  and  religious  liberties. 

SIR  W.  ANSON  emphasised  that,  although  supremacy  was  asserted  in 
the  Bill,  no  answer  had  been  given  to  the  question  how  it  was  to  be 
enforced.  The  Government  had  been  asked  over  and  over  again  for 
assurances  to  make  subordination  clear.  Amendments  to  make  it  clear 
were  rejected,  and  the  Prime  Minister  stated  that  Clause  41  met  the 
case.  That  clause  did  not  apply.  Witih  regard  to  Ulster,  Sir  E.  Grey 
evidently  had  an  alternative  plan,  and  the  House  -was  entitled  to  know 
what  that  plan  was. 

MR.  PIBIE,  in  stating  he  should  vote  against  the  clause,  said  the  argu- 
ments brought  forward  had  been  unanswered  except  for  "  the  puerilities 
of  the  Irish  Secretary."  The  Government  had  given  no  explanation  on 
two  most  important  matters,  the  supremacy  of  the  Imperial  Parliament 
and  the  question  of  Ulster.  The  House  was  in  the  dark  as  to  the 
allusions  of  Sir  Edward  Grey  and  Mr.  Churchill  with  regard  to  Ulster. 
The  only  way  to  secure  harmony  was  to  give  Ulster  a  choice  to  stand 
out  of  the  Bill,  or  to  remain  in  it. 

LORD  HUGH  CECIL  said  the  Government  were  violating  all  human 
experience,  and  nothing  but  discord  and  disorder  would  result.  The 
Government  did  not  deny  that  Ulster  would  resist  the  Bill,  but  they  had 
no  remedy.  Ulster  would  have  been  excluded  from  the  Bill  but  for 
Nationalist  votes,  and  -when  the  difficulty  of  the  resistance  of  Ulster 
arrived,  the  Government  were  relying  solely  upon  those  whom  the  Ulster 
people  regarded  as  their  most  batter  opponents. 

SIB  EDWABD  CARSON  said  the  Parliament  set  up  by  Clause  1  would 
have  far-reaching  consequences  on  the  future  peace  and  settlement  of 
Ireland.  The  Government  had  been  repeatedly  asked  to  give  some  ex- 
planation oi  vhe  hopes  of  a  settlement  of  the  Ulster  case,  thrown  out 
by  Sir  E.  Grey  and  Mr.  CbuircMll.  They  had  no  right  to  throw  out 
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false  hopes  and  then  absolutely  refuse  to  explain  what  they  meant. 
Probably  they  dared  not  do  so  because  Mr.  Redmond  had  since  declared 
that  his  party  would  not  allow  separate  treatment  for  Ulster. 

(Whilst  the  righ'  hon.  gentleman  was  speaking  the  debate  was  adjourned.} 
Columns  1024-1080. 

SEVENTH   DAY   (JULY   3). 

(Resumed   debate   on   motion   that   Clause    1    as    amended 
stand  part  of  the  Bill.) 

MR.  WALTER  LONG  alluded  to  the  unquestionable  overtures  made  by 
Sir  E.  Grey  and  Mr.  Churchill  with  regard  to  the  separate  treatment  of 
Ulster,  and  asked  "why  both  those  gentlemen  had  been  absent  from  the 
debates  on  the  question,  and  whether  their  speeches  had  only  been  in- 
tended as  a  trap  for  the  opposition.  The  proposal  for  the  separate  treat- 
ment of  Ulster  had  been  made  by  a  Liberal  Member  and  not  by  a 
representatives  from  Ulster.  The  opposition  had  said  to  Ulster  that  no- 
Parliament  and  no  Government  was  justified  in  forcing  them  out  of  the 
Union,  and  that  they  were  justified  in  resisting  with  all  the  force  at 
their  command.  When  Ulster  again  asked  advice  (with  regard  to  exclu- 
sion from  the  Bill,  the  reply  of  the  opposition  was  that  the  Unionist 
party  would  be  justified  in  supporting  an  amendment  having  that  object. 
The  Government  were  faced  with  the  fact  that  a  powerful  and  loyal 
minority  in  Ireland  would  never  accept  the  Bill  except  by  force,  and 
it  was  not  unreasonable  to  ask,  before  this  clause  was  passed,  what 
policy  the  Government  proposed  to  adopt  when  the  Bill  became  law. 
Another  aspect  of  the  clause  was  with  regard  to  federalism.  In  1893 
ao  one  imagined  that  Bill  was  intended  as  part  of  a  federal  scheme, 
but  it  was  said  this  Bill  was  the  foundation  of  such  a  scheme.  Did 
anyone  who  had  studied  the  clause  believe  a  federal  or  subordinate 
Parliament  was  being  set  up  to  form  part  of  a  big  federal  scheme?  But 
the  Government  was  setting  up  a  Sovereign  Parliament,  asserting 
supremacy  in  words  which  ministers  declared  to  be  unnecessary,  and 
were  only  inserted  for  the  sake  of  appearances.  If  the  Government 
intended  to  create  federal  Parliaments  for  England,  Scotland,  Ireland 
and  Wales  they  should  make  proper  proposals  now,  but  the  clause 
in  professing  to  set  up  a  subordinate  Parliament  was  "  a  sham,  a 
fraud  and  a  delusion." 

MR.  ASQUITH  declined  to  re-discuss  the  nature  of  the  Parliament 
set  up  by  the  clause.  With  regard  to  Ulster  and  the  speeches  of  Sir 
E.  Grey  and  Mr.  Churchill,  if  proposals  were  put  forward  which  were 
consistent  with  the  general  scope  and  purpose  of  the  Bill,  and  put 
forward  with  the  honest  intention  of  being  accepted  as  part  and  parcel 
of  an  arrangement  which  would  give  to  Ireland  self-government,  then 
there  was  nobody  on  those  benches  who  was  not  perfectly  prepared, 
and  had  not  been  throughout  perfectly  prepared,  to  consider  such  pro- 
posals. He  considered  (.he  claim  of  Ulster  was  not  for  protection 
against  p'  ssible  oppression,  but  a  claim  on  behalf  of  "  comparatively 
a  small  minority  of  the  population  of  Ireland  to  veto  the  wishes 
and  frustrate  the  aspirations  of  a  great  mass  of  the  Irish  people." 
The  question  put  by  Mr.  Long  as  to  what  the  Government  would  do 
with  regard  to  the  resistance  of  Ulster  was  one  he  was  "  not  entitled 
to  ask,  and  which  we  are  not  bound  to  answer." 

MR.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  believed  that,  with  regard  to  Ulster, 
Sir  E.  Grey  and  Mr.  Churchill  had  some  suggestions  in  their  minds, 
and  if  so  their  scheme  should  be  brought  forward  for  consideration. 


108  IRISH    FACTS.  [August,   1912. 


The  Prime  Minister  refused  any  explanation.  He  was  steering  for 
disaster,  and  had  no  justification  for  his  confidence  that  Ulstermen 
did  not  mean  what  they  said.  The  course  pursued  by  the  Government 
encouraged  resistance  from  Ulster,  and  the  Government  ought  to  pro- 
duce the  alternative  solution  of  the  question  alluded  to  by  Mr. 
Churchill  in  his  speech  in  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 
MR.  ASQUITH  then  moved  "that  the  question  be  put." 

Clause  1  added  to  the  Bill  by  316  to  224.     Columns  1161- 
1174. 

ine  CLAUSE  2. — PAGE  1. 

15  2.  Subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  the  Irish  Parliament 
shall  have  power  to  make  laws  for  the  peace,  order,  and  good 
government  of  Ireland  with  the  following  limitations,  namely, 
that  they  shall  not  have  power  to  make  laws  except  in  respect  of 
matters  exclusively  relating  to  Ireland  or  some  part  thereof,  and 

20  (without  prejudice  to  that  general  limitation)  that  thej  shall  not 
have  power  to  make  laws  in  respect  of  the  following  matters  in 
particular,  or  any  of  them,  namely — 

(1)  The  Crown,  or  the  succession  to  the  Crown,  or  a  Regency; 

or  the  Lord  Lieutenant  except  as  respects  the  exercise 
25  of   his   executive   power   in   relation   to   Irish    services 

as  denned  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act ;  or 

PAGE  2. 

(2)  The  making  of  peace  or  war  or  matters  arising  from  a 

state  of  war;  or  the  regulation  of  the  conduct  of  any 

portion  of  His  Majesty's  subjects  during  the  existence 

of  hostilities  between  Foreign  States  with  which  His 

5  Majesty  is  at  peace,  in  relation  to  those  hostilities;  or 

(3)  The  navy,  the  army,  the  territorial  force,  or  any  other 

naval  or  military  force,  or  the  defence  of  the  realm, 
or  any  other  naval  or  military  matter ;  or 

(4)  Treaties,     or    any    relations,    with     Foreign    States,     or 

relations  with  other  parts  of  His  Majesty's  dominions, 
or  offences  connected  with  any  such  treaties  or 
relations,  or  procedure  connected  with  the  extradition 
of  criminals  under  any  treaty,  or  the  return  of 
fugutive  offenders  from  or  to  any  part  of  His  Majesty's 

-IK  ,°..  •?     F  J  J 

dominions;  or 

(5)  Dignities  or  titles  of  honour;  or 

(6)  Treason,  treason  felony,  alienage,  naturalisation,  or  aliens 

as  such ;  or 
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(7)  Trade  with  any  place  out  of  Ireland  (except  so  far  as 

trade  may  be  affected  by  the  exercise  of  the  powers  20 
of  taxation  given  to  the  Irish  Parliament,  or  by  the 
regulation  of  importation  for  the  sole  purpose  of  pre- 
venting contagious  disease)  ;  quarantine ;  or  navigation, 
including     merchant     shipping     (except     as     respects 
inland   waters    and    local    health   or    harbour   regula-  25 
tions) ;  or 

(8)  Lighthouses,  buoys,  or  beacons  (except  so  far  as  they  can 

consistently  with  any  general  Act  of  the  Parliament 
of  the  United  Kingdom  be  constructed  or  maintained 
by  a  local  harbour  authority) ;  or  30 

(9)  Coinage;   legal   tender;   or   any  change   in  the   standard 

of  weights  and   measures ;   or 

(10)  Trade   marks,   designs,    merchandise   marks,    copyright, 

or  patent  rights ;  or 

(11)  Any  of  the  following  matters  (in  this  Act  referred  to  35 

as  reserved  matters),  namely — 

(a)  The  general  subject-matter  of  the  Acts  relating 
to  Land  Purchase  in  Ireland,  the  Old  Age  Pensions 
Acts,  1908  and  1911,  the  National  Insurance  Act, 
1911,  and  the  Labour  Exchanges  Act,  1909;  40 

PAGE  3. 

(5)  The  collection  of  taxes; 

(c)  The  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  and  the  manage- 
ment and  control  of  that  force ; 

(d)  Post  Office  Savings  Banks,    Trustee    Savings 
Banks,  and  Friendly  Societies;  and  5 

(e)  Public    loans    made    in    Ireland    before    the 
passing  of  this  Act. 

Provided  that  the  limitation  on  the  powers  of  the 
Irish   Parliament  under  this   section    shall    cease    as 
respects  any  such  reserved  matter  if  the  corresponding  10 
reserved  service  is  transferred  to  the  Irish  Government 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Act. 

An}  law  made  in  contravention  of  the  limitations  imposed 
by  this  section  shall  so  far  as  it  contravenes  those  limitations, 
be  void.  15 


110  IRISH    FACTS.  [August,   1912. 


Amendment  Cl.   2:    "That  the  consideration  of  Clause  2 
be  postponed." 

MR.  MITCHELL-THOMPSON,  in  moving  the  postponement  of  the  clause, 
said  the  clause  dealt  with  the  powers  of  the  new  Parliament,  and 
such  powers  were  defined  by  subsequent  clauses.  The  defining  clauses. 
particularly  those  relating  to  taxation,  should  be  dealt  with  first.  On 
Clause  1  the  Chairman  ruled  that  it  was  impossible  to  discuss  the  powers 
of  a  body  without  knowing  what  the  body  was.  The  course  pursued 
with  regard  to  the  Colonial  Acts  was  first  to  discuss  and  decide  the 
form  of  the  Pariifenrafal  and  their  membership.  The  clauses  with  regard 
to  their  powers  were  taken  later.  All  the  Colonial  precedents  were 
distinctly  opposite  to  the  course  now  -taken  with  regard  to  Ireland, 
and  the  Government,  who  were  responsible,  should  give  their  reasons 
for  the  procedure  adopted  in  this  case. 

ME.  ASQUITH  claimed  to  be  following  the  precedents  of  the  Home 
Rule  Bills  of  1886  and  1893.  The  Colonial  precedents  were  not 
analogous  in  the  present  instance.  The  Imperial  Parliament  was  dele- 
gating powers  to  a  subordinate  body,  and  in  Clause  2  reserving  a 
number  of  subjects  (which  the  Irish  Legislature  wias  uot  to  deal  with. 
It  was  a  new  problem  never  'before  attempted,  arid  for  which  there  were 
no  precedents.  The  form  selected  followed  the  former  Home  Rule  Bills, 
and  was  the  most  convenient  for  discussion. 

Amendment  rejected,  304  to  209.     Columns  1185-1196. 

Amendment  Cl.  2,  at  the  beginning  of  the  clause  insert 
"  After  the  expiration  of  one  year  from  the  appointed  day." 

VISCOUNT  HELMSLET  moved  the  amendment  so  that,  although  a  new 
Parliament  was  created,  the  powers  given  would  be  deferred  until  the 
expiration  of  one  year.  This  would  allow  time  to  make  some  arrange- 
ment with  regard  to  Ulster,  and  would  also  give  time  for  the  expres- 
sion of  opinion  by  the  country  before  the  Irish  Parliament  could 
legislate. 

MB.  ASQUITH  could  not  understand  what  was  to  be  gained  by  the 
amendment.  An  Irish  Parliament  would  be  brought  into  existence  on 
the  appointed  day,  and  for  the  first  year  it  could  do  nothing. 

Amendment  rejected,  296  to  197.     Columns  1199-1208. 

Amendment  Cl.  2,  after  the  word  "  Act  "  (p.  1,  line  15) 
insert  "  and  to  any  Amendments  thereof." 

MR.  PEEL  moved  the  amendment  in  order  to  obviate  any  future  claim 
that  the  Act  was  a  treaty  between  two  nations,  and  could  only  be 
altered  by  mutual  consent.  From  the  legal  theoretical  point  of  view 
the  Imperial  Parliament  could  do  anything,  but  it  was  of  the  greatest 
importance  to  state  plainly  in  the  Act  that  the  Imperial  Parliament 
retained  the  legal  power  to  alter,  modify,  or  repeal  the  Act  if  experi- 
ence should  render  either  course  necessary. 

MR.  ASQUITH  said  "  this  Act  can  be  amended,  and  must  be  amended, 
in  many  of  its  particulars  by  subsequent  legislation."  The  suggestion 
that  this  was  not  an  ordinary  Act  was  unfounded.  Although  the 
Act  of  Union  had  been  regarded  as  of  more  than  an  ordinary  nature, 
Parliament  had  not  hesitated  to  alter  some  of  the  subjects  dealt  with. 
All  Acts  contained,  by  implication,  the  provision  intended  by  the  amend- 
ment, but  to  insert  it  in  the  present  case  would  be  to  create  a  dis- 
tinction for  which  there  was  no  logical  ground. 
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MR.  BUTCHER  said  violent  protests  had  been  made  when  the  Act 
of  Union  was  altered,  especially  with  regard  to  suggestions  for  reduc- 
ing Irish  representation.  The  same  violent  protests  would  be  made 
if  the  Imperial  Parliament  ever  tried  to  limit  the  powers  given  by  the 
Home  Rule  Bill.  The  Prime  Minister  admitted  that  the  Act  would1 
need  amendment,  a"nd  his  intentions  might  carry  weight  for  a  year 
or  two,  but  in  ten  years  time  no  one  would  pay  any  attention  to  what 
had  been  said  during  these  debates. 

MR.  MALCOLM  was  anxious  to  have  the  amendment  accepted,  because 
it  would  assure  English  people  of  the  supremacy  of  the  Imperial 
Parliament. 

Amendment  rejected,  271  to  136.     Columns  1218-1228. 

Amendment  Cl.  2,  omit  "  the  Irish  Parliament  "  (p.  1, 
line  15)  and  inserT  "  His  Majesty  the  King,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Irish  Senate  and  the  Irish  House  of 
Representatives . ' ' 

MR.  HENRY  TERRELL  said  the  constitutional  law  and  practice  was 
that  the  King  made  the  laws  "  by  and  with  the  consent  "  of  Parlia- 
ment. To  say  that  Parliament  made  laws  was  counter  to  the  constitu- 
tion. The  proper  form  was  followed  in  most  of  the  Colonial  Acts — 
the  only  exceptions  being  the  South  African  and  Australian  Common- 
wealth Acts.  The  Bill  was  introducing  a  new  principle  which  might 
have  far-reaching  results. 

SIR  RUFUS  ISAACS  (Attorney  General)  replied  that  when  "  Parlia- 
ment ''  was  alluded  to  it  meant  the  King  and  the  two  Houses  of 
Parliament.  To  -accept  the  amendment  would  create  confusion. 

MR.  MOORE  said  the  only  argument  against  the  amendment  was  a 
colloquial  argument.  The  proper  form  of  words  was  that  proposed 
by  the  amendment  and  which  was  used  in  the  preamble  of  the  Bill. 

Amendment  rejected,   281  to   145.      Columns   1231-1240. 

Amendment  Cl.  2,  after  the  words  "  laws  "  (p.  1,  line  16) 
insert  "  only." 

MR.  WATSON  RUTHERFORD  moved  the  amendment  in  order  to  make 
it  clear  that  the  Irish  Parliament  could  only  make  laws  "  for  the 
peace,  order  and  good  government  of  Ireland."  It  was  necessary  not 
only  to  make  clear  the  restrictions,  but  also  the  affirmative  powers  of  the 
new  Parliament.  If  the  Government  intended  that  the  Irish  Parlia- 
ment should  not  go  beyond  the  objects  stated,  "  peace,  order  and  good 
government,"  they  would  accept  the  amendment. 

SIR  J.  SIMON  could  not  acceipt  the  amendment.  The  words  used  in 
the  clause  indicated  the  territorial  limitations  of  the  powers  given. 

LORD  HUGH  CECIL  did  not  accept  the  Solicitor  General's  definition. 
If  the  laws  were  only  to  apply  to  Ireland,  peace,  order  and  good 
government  was  the  last  expression  to  use.  Without  the  word  "  only '' 
there  was  an  undefined  margin  of  Parliamentary  powers. 

MR.  LONG  considered  there  was  a  danger  that,  unless  it  was  made  per- 
fectly clear  that  only  the  powers  specified  were  conferred  on  the  Irish 
Parliament,  powers  other  than  those  specified  might  be  claimed. 

MR.  McMoRDiE  submitted,  as  an  illustration  of  the  .necessity  for  the 
amendment,  that  the  Nationalists  were  pledged  to  enact  that  the  Irish 
language  should  be  the  language  of  the  Government.  This  would 
necessitate  officials  in  England  having  to  be  taught  the  Irish  language, 
and  thus  place  a  serious  financial  liability  on  this  country. 

Amendment    rejected,    269    to   190.     Columns    1243-1248. 
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Amendment  Cl-  2,  omit  from  the  word  "laws"  (1.  16) 
to  end  of  Clause  and  insert  "  concerning  matters  exclusively 
relating  to  Ireland,  and  coming  within  the  following  classes  of 
subjects,  namely:  — 

(1)  Education; 

(2)  Agriculture  to  the  extent  and  subject  to  the  conditions 

to  be  defined  by  the  Parliament  of  the  United 
Kingdom ; 

(3)  The    establishment,    maintenance,    and    management   of 

hospitals  and  charitable  institutions; 

(4)  Municipal  institutions,  County  Councils,  and  other  local 

institutions  of  a  similar  nature ; 

(5)  Local    works  and  undertakings  in  Ireland,    other    than 

railways  and  harbours,  and  subject  to  the  power  of 
the  United  Kingdom  to  declare  any  work  a  national 
work,  and  to  provide  for  its  construction  by  arrange- 
ment with  the  Irish  Parliament  or  otherwise; 

(6)  Roads  and  bridges; 

(7)  Markets  and  pounds; 

(8)  Fish  and  game  preservation,  except  as  to  sea  fisheries; 

(9)  The  imposition  of  punishment  by  fine,   penalty  or  im- 

prisonment, for  enforcing  any  law  made  by  the  Irish 
Parliament  in  relation  to  any  matter  coming  within 
any  of  the  classes  of  subjects  enumerated  in  this  Clause ; 

(10)  All  other  subjects  in  respect  of  which  the  Parliament  of 

the  United  Kingdom  shall  by  any  Act  delegate  the 
power  of  legislation  to  the  Irish  Parliament." 

ME.  SANDYS  said,  with,  the  exception  of  certain  reserved  powers  and 
subject  to  the  vague  supremacy  of  Clause  1,  the  residue  of  authority 
would  rest  with  the  Irish  Parliament.  The  power  given  in  Clause  41 
it  would  be  found,  could  not  be  used  without  causing  a  constitutiona 
crisis.  The  object  of  the  amendment  was  to  reverse  the  position  and  tt 
make  a  specific  delegation  of  powers,  reserving  the  residue  to  the 
Imperial  Parliament.  If  the  constitution  was  to  be  remodelled  on  a 
federal  basis,  the  scheme  suggested  in  the  amendment  was  the  only  way 
to  do  it.  The  failure  to  define  the  powers  of  the  State  Parliament  was 
the  real  cause  of  the  American  Civil  War.  The  Government  had  pro- 
posed a  system  which  was  a  source  of  weakness  in  America  and 
Australia.  Under  the  South  African  constitution  powers  were  definitely 
given  to  subordinate  assemblies,  and  the  residue  of  authority  left  with 
the  Union  Parliament.  Wherever  a  federal  constitution  had  been 
arranged  a  convention  had  met,  and  only  after  a  draft  measure  had  been 
agreed  upon  iby  the  parties  interested,  had  statutory  authority  been 
given  to  the  draft. 
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SIR  JOHN  SIMON  said  the  question  raised  was  'whether  the  powers 
should  be  defined  by  conferring  all  powers  with  regard  to  peace,  order 
and  good  government,  and  than  the  reservation  of  certain  powers,  or 
whether  the  powers  conferred  should  ibe  expressed  by  a  series  of  posi- 
tive enumerations.  There  'were  three  considerations  which  justified  the 
course  taken  by  the  Government.  First,  the  question  of  precedents. 
Some  of  these  were  doubtful  guides.  Powers  given  to  local  legislatures 
in  Canada  were  different  from  those  given  to  the  central  legislature. 
It  was  doubtful  whether  a  single  case  existed  of  the  method  of  enumera- 
tion, instead  of  that  of  exclusion.  The  second  consideration  was  that 
it  was  now  practically  impossible  to  make  an  exhaustive  list  of  every 
local  topic  which  ought  to  be  left  to  a  local  Parliament.  It  was  far 
easier  to  exclude  Imperial  mattero  and  leave  the  rest  to  the  Irish  Parlia- 
ment. The  third  'point  was  that  a  grant  of  self-government  involved 
powers  to  legislate  for  peace,  order  amd  good  government  without 
restriction.  If  there  were  to  be  exemptions  they  should  be  expressed 
in  plain  terms.  The  result  of  the  amendment  would  be  to  create  a 
glorified  county  council. 

(The.  debate,   was  adjourned.}     Columns   1251-1266. 
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June  21.— Mr.  J.  Devlin,  M.P..  at  Lincoln. 

June  22.— Rt.   Hon.   C.   Scott  Dickson,   K.C.,   M.P.,  at  Sligo. 

June  24,— Sir  E.   Carson,  K.C.,   M.P.,   at  Queen's   Hall. 

June  25.— Rt.   Hon.  F.  E.   Smith,  K.C.,  M.P.,  at  Brentford. 

June  26.— Mr.  J.  Dillon,  M.P.,  at  Ilkeston. 

June  28.— Rt.   Hon.  W.   Runciman,  M.P.,  at  Yeovil. 

Mr.   J.  Redmond,  M.P.,  at  Bletchley. 
June  29.— Mr.   Robert  Harcouit,  M.P.,  Mr.  J.  Devlin,  M.P.,  and  Mr. 

W.  Redmond,   M.P.,  at  Clones. 
Mr.   J.   M.   Robertson,  M.P.,   at  Blackburn. 
July  1. — Ilkeston  Bye-Election  : — 

Col.   Seely   (L.)  9049 

Mr.    Marshall   Freeman    (U.)    7838 


Liberal   majority 1211 

Rt.    Hon.   W.    Churchill,   M.P.,  at  Queenstown 
July  2.— Rt.   Hon.   W.   Churchill,  M.P.,   at  Cork. 
July  5. — Earl  of  Erne  in  Dublin. 
July    1O  —Deputation    from    Belfast    Chamber    of    Commerce    to    Mr. 

Asquith   and    Mr.    Bonar   Law. 

July  12.— Rt.   Hon.  F.  E:  Smith,  K.C.,  M.P.,  in  Belfast. 
July  13. — Hanley  Bye-Election  : — 

Mr.  R.  L.  Outhwaite  (L.)  6647 

Mr.  G.  H.  Rittner  (U.)  5993 

Mr.   S.   Finney   (Lab.) 1694 

Liberal    majority    over    Unionist...       654 
Mr.    J.    Devlin,   M.P.,   at   Grimsby. 

July    19.— Rt.    Hon.    H.    H.   Asquith,   M.P.,   and   Mr.   John   Redmond, 
M.P.,  in  Dublin. 
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